
Isaiah Week 21



Chapters 28-33 makes up a 
new section that contains 
both historical judgments 

and future judgments 
regarding Israel.



Isaiah 28: 1 (NIV) 

Woe to that wreath, the pride of 
Ephraim's drunkards, to the 

fading flower, his glorious beauty, 
set on the head of a fertile valley-- to 
that city, the pride of those laid low 

by wine!



The Hebrew word for Woe is 
“Hoy” or hoh-ee



Please turn to:
Matthew 11: 21-22



Matthew 11: 21-22 (NIV) 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles 
that occurred in you had occurred 

in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and 

ashes. 



Matthew 11: 21-22 (NIV) 

Nevertheless I say to you, it will be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
on the day of judgment than for 

you. 



The Greek word for Woe is 
ouai, oo-ah´-ee. 

This means grief, 
condemnation or judgement 

be on you.



There are two responses to 
Woe, repentance or 

judgement.  Your response 
determines which definition 

applies to you.



Matthew 11: 21-22 (NIV) 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles 
that occurred in you had occurred 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would 

have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. 



Question

Why does God produce woe 
upon the Israelites and His 

children?



Please turn to:
Hebrews 12: 5-8



Hebrews 12: 5-8 (NIV) 

And have you completely forgotten 
this word of encouragement that 

addresses you as a father addresses 
his son? It says, “My son, do not 

make light of the Lord’s 
discipline, and do not lose heart 

when he rebukes you,



Hebrews 12: 5-8 (NIV) 

because the Lord disciplines the one 
he loves,

and he chastens everyone he 
accepts as his son.”



Hebrews 12: 5-8 (NIV) 
Endure hardship as discipline; God 
is treating you as his children. For 

what children are not disciplined by 
their father?  If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone 

undergoes discipline—then you 
are not legitimate, not true sons 

and daughters at all.



Question

Have you ever noticed that 
some people get away with 

murder while others get 
caught every time they make 

a mistake?



Please turn to:
Psalm 118: 18-20 



Psalm 118: 18-20 (NIV) 

The Lord has chastened me severely,
but he has not given me over to 

death. Open for me the gates of the 
righteous; I will enter and give 

thanks to the Lord. This is the gate 
of the Lord through which the 

righteous may enter.



Isaiah 28: 1 (NIV) 

Woe to that wreath, the pride of 
Ephraim's drunkards, to the 

fading flower, his glorious beauty, 
set on the head of a fertile valley-- to 
that city, the pride of those laid low 

by wine!



Isaiah 28: 2 (NIV) 

See, the Lord has one who is 
powerful and strong. Like a 

hailstorm and a destructive wind, 
like a driving rain and a flooding 

downpour, he will throw it 
forcefully to the ground.



Isaiah 28: 3 (NIV) 

That wreath, the pride of 
Ephraim's drunkards, will be 

trampled underfoot.



Isaiah 28: 3 (NLT) 

The proud city of Samaria— the 
glorious crown of the drunks of 

Israel— will be trampled beneath its 
enemies’ feet.



The Northern Kingdom were 
so caught up in pleasure 

seeking and immorality that 
they are called drunkards!



Isaiah 28: 4 (NIV) 

That fading flower, his glorious 
beauty, set on the head of a 

fertile valley, will be like figs ripe 
before harvest-- as soon as people 
see them and take them in hand, 

they swallow them.



Although God will discipline 
Israel, He has great plans for 

Israel in the future!



Isaiah 28: 5 (NIV) 

In that day the Lord Almighty
will be a glorious crown,

a beautiful wreath
for the remnant of his people.



Isaiah 28: 6 (NIV) 

He will be a spirit of justice
to the one who sits in judgment,

a source of strength
to those who turn back the battle 

at the gate.



Isaiah 28: 7 (NIV) 
And these also stagger from wine

and reel from beer: Priests and 
prophets stagger from beer
and are befuddled with wine;

they reel from beer,
they stagger when seeing visions,

they stumble when rendering 
decisions.



Isaiah 28: 8 (NIV) 

All the tables are covered with 
vomit

and there is not a spot without 
filth.



Question

What does it sound like the 
Israelites are struggling 

with?



Note verses 9 and 10 are the 
Israelites response to the 
prophet Isaiah’s teaching.



Isaiah 28: 9 (NIV) 
“Who is it he is trying to teach?

To whom is he explaining his 
message?

To children weaned from their milk,
to those just taken from the 

breast?



Isaiah 28: 10 (NIV) 

For it is:
Do this, do that,

a rule for this, a rule for that;
a little here, a little there.”



Please turn to:
Luke 13: 34-35



Luke 13: 34-35 (NIV) 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 
the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how often I have longed to 
gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing. 



Luke 13: 34-35 (NIV) 

Look, your house is left to you 
desolate. I tell you, you will not see 
me again until you say, ‘Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.’”



Isaiah 28: 11 (NIV) 

Very well then, with foreign lips 
and strange tongues

God will speak to this people,



Isaiah 28: 12 (NIV) 

to whom he said,
“This is the resting place, let 

the weary rest”;
and, “This is the place of 

repose”—
but they would not listen.



Isaiah 28: 13 (NIV) 
So then, the word of the Lord to 

them will become:
Do this, do that,

a rule for this, a rule for that;
a little here, a little there—

so that as they go they will fall 
backward; they will be injured and 

snared and captured.



Isaiah 28: 14 (NIV) 

Therefore hear the word of the Lord, 
you scoffers

who rule this people in Jerusalem.



Question

What does it mean to be a 
scoffer?



Scoffer

Someone who laughs and 
speaks about a person, idea 

or teaching in a way that 
shows that they think that 
person, idea or teaching is 

stupid or silly.



Question

Do we see people scoffing 
God today?



Question

Do we see have rulers today 
who are scoffers of God?



Isaiah 28: 14 (NIV) 

Therefore hear the word of the Lord, 
you scoffers

who rule this people in Jerusalem.



Isaiah 28: 15 (NIV) 

You boast, “We have entered into 
a covenant with death,
with the realm of the dead we 
have made an agreement.



Isaiah 28: 15 (NIV) 

When an overwhelming scourge 
sweeps by, it cannot touch us,

for we have made a lie our refuge
and falsehood our hiding place.”



Question

Who are the Israelites 
placing their confidence in?



Please turn to:
Daniel 9: 27



Daniel 9: 27 (NIV) 
He will confirm a covenant 

with many for one ‘seven.’ In the 
middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an 
end to sacrifice and offering. And at 

the temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, 

until the end that is decreed is 
poured out on him.”



Isaiah 28: 16 (NIV) 
So this is what the Sovereign Lord 

says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested 

stone,
a precious cornerstone for a sure 

foundation;
the one who relies on it

will never be stricken with panic.



Question

Who is this stone that Isaiah 
is prophesying about?



Please turn to:
1 Peter 2: 4-9



1 Peter 2: 4-9 (NIV) 
As you come to him, the living 
Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to 

him—you also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to 

be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 



1 Peter 2: 4-9 (NIV) 

For in Scripture it says:

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious 

cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him

will never be put to shame.”



1 Peter 2: 4-9 (NIV) 

and,

“A stone that causes people to 
stumble

and a rock that makes them fall.”



Please turn to:
Isaiah 8: 14



Isaiah 8: 14 (NIV) 
He will be a holy place;

for both Israel and Judah he will 
be a stone that causes people to 

stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.

And for the people of Jerusalem he 
will be

a trap and a snare.



1 Peter 2: 4-9 (NIV) 

They stumble because they 
disobey the message—which is 
also what they were destined for.



1 Peter 2: 4-9 (NIV) 

But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.



Please turn to:
Matthew 21: 42-44



Matthew 21: 42-44 (NIV) 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures:

“‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

the Lord has done this,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?



Matthew 21: 42-44 (NIV) 

“Therefore I tell you that the 
kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people who 
will produce its fruit.  Anyone who 
falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; anyone on whom it falls will 

be crushed.”



Isaiah 28: 16 (NIV) 
So this is what the Sovereign Lord 

says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested 

stone,
a precious cornerstone for a sure 

foundation;
the one who relies on it

will never be stricken with panic.



Isaiah 28: 17 (NIV) 

I will make justice the measuring 
line

and righteousness the plumb line;
hail will sweep away your refuge, 

the lie,
and water will overflow your 

hiding place.



Isaiah 28: 18 (NIV) 

Your covenant with death will be 
annulled;

your agreement with the realm of 
the dead will not stand.

When the overwhelming scourge 
sweeps by,

you will be beaten down by it.



Isaiah 28: 19 (NIV) 
As often as it comes it will carry 

you away;
morning after morning, by day 

and by night,
it will sweep through.”

The understanding of this 
message

will bring sheer terror.



Question

Why would this prophecy 
bring about terror to the 
Israelites if they would 

understand it?



Isaiah 28: 20 (NIV) 

The bed is too short to stretch out 
on,

the blanket too narrow to wrap 
around you.



Question

What happens when 
mankind tries to be God?



Isaiah 28: 20 (NIV) 

The bed is too short to stretch out 
on,

the blanket too narrow to wrap 
around you.



Isaiah 28: 21 (NIV) 

The Lord will rise up as he did at 
Mount Perazim,

he will rouse himself as in the 
Valley of Gibeon—

to do his work, his strange work,
and perform his task, his alien 

task.



Please turn to:
2 Samuel 5: 20-21



2 Samuel 5: 20-21 (NIV) 
So David went to Baal Perazim, and 
there he defeated them. He said, “As 

waters break out, the Lord has 
broken out against my enemies 

before me.” So that place was called 
Baal Perazim. The Philistines 

abandoned their idols there, and 
David and his men carried them off.



Please turn to:
1 Chronicles 14: 13-16



1 Chronicles 14: 13-16 (NIV) 

Once more the Philistines raided the 
valley; so David inquired of God 

again, and God answered him, “Do 
not go directly after them, but circle 

around them and attack them in 
front of the poplar trees. 



1 Chronicles 14: 13-16 (NIV) 

As soon as you hear the sound of 
marching in the tops of the poplar 
trees, move out to battle, because 

that will mean God has gone out in 
front of you to strike the Philistine 

army.”



1 Chronicles 14: 13-16 (NIV) 

So David did as God commanded 
him, and they struck down the 

Philistine army, all the way from 
Gibeon to Gezer.



Isaiah 28: 21 (NIV) 

The Lord will rise up as he did at 
Mount Perazim,

he will rouse himself as in the 
Valley of Gibeon—

to do his work, his strange work,
and perform his task, his alien 

task.



Isaiah 28: 22 (NIV) 

Now stop your mocking,
or your chains will become 

heavier;
the Lord, the Lord Almighty, has 

told me
of the destruction decreed against 

the whole land.



Isaiah 28: 23 (NIV) 

Listen and hear my voice;
pay attention and hear what I 

say.



Question

What is God calling His 
people to do?



Question

I wonder if God is not saying 
the same thing to our nation 

today?



Isaiah 28: 24 (NIV) 

When a farmer plows for planting, 
does he plow continually?

Does he keep on breaking up and 
working the soil?



Isaiah 28: 25 (NIV) 

When he has leveled the surface,
does he not sow caraway and 

scatter cumin?

Does he not plant wheat in its place,
barley in its plot, and spelt in its 

field?



Question

What is God telling us with 
these parables?



Isaiah 28: 26 (NIV) 

His God instructs him
and teaches him the right way.



Isaiah 28: 27 (NIV) 

Caraway is not threshed with a 
sledge,

nor is the wheel of a cart rolled 
over cumin;

caraway is beaten out with a rod,
and cumin with a stick.



Isaiah 28: 28 (NIV) 
Grain must be ground to make 

bread;
so one does not go on threshing it 

forever.
The wheels of a threshing cart may 

be rolled over it,
but one does not use horses to 

grind grain.



Isaiah 28: 29 (NIV) 

All this also comes from the Lord 
Almighty,

whose plan is wonderful,
whose wisdom is magnificent.



The next chapter is 
summarized in the last verse.



Isaiah 29: 24 (NKJV) 

These also who erred in spirit will 
come to understanding, And those 

who complained will learn 
doctrine.”





Question

Where do we find True 
Doctrine?



Please turn to:
2 Timothy 3: 16-17



2 Timothy 3: 16-17 (NIV) 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant 

of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.



Please turn to:
2 Timothy 2: 15



2 Timothy 2: 15 (NIV) 

Do your best to present yourself to 
God as one approved, a worker who 

does not need to be ashamed and 
who correctly handles the word 

of truth.



Question

What is the Word of Truth?



Question

How is the Bible handled 
incorrectly?



Please turn to:
Acts 20: 26-28



Acts 20: 26-28 (NIV) 

Therefore, I declare to you today that 
I am innocent of the blood of any of 

you.  For I have not hesitated to 
proclaim to you the whole will of 

God. 



Acts 20: 26-28 (NIV) 

Keep watch over yourselves and all 
the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of 
the church of God, which he bought 

with his own blood.



Isaiah 29: 1 (NIV) 

Woe to you, Ariel, Ariel,
the city where David settled!

Add year to year
and let your cycle of festivals go 

on.



Question

What city did David settle 
in?



Question

What does it sound like is 
going on in Jerusalem?



The next series of verses are 
descriptions of the days both 
leading up to the Tribulation 

as well as the Days of the 
second coming of Christ and 

His physical return to the 
earth.



Isaiah 29: 2 (NIV) 

Yet I will besiege Ariel;
she will mourn and lament,

she will be to me like an altar 
hearth.



Isaiah 29: 3 (NIV) 

I will encamp against you on all 
sides;

I will encircle you with towers
and set up my siege works 

against you.



Isaiah 29: 4 (NIV) 

Brought low, you will speak from 
the ground;

your speech will mumble out of 
the dust.

Your voice will come ghostlike from 
the earth;

out of the dust your speech will 
whisper.



Isaiah 29: 5 (NIV) 

But your many enemies will become 
like fine dust,

the ruthless hordes like blown 
chaff.

Suddenly, in an instant,



Isaiah 29: 6 (NIV) 

the Lord Almighty will come
with thunder and earthquake and 

great noise,
with windstorm and tempest and 

flames of a devouring fire.



Isaiah 29: 7 (NIV) 

Then the hordes of all the nations 
that fight against Ariel,

that attack her and her fortress 
and besiege her,

will be as it is with a dream,
with a vision in the night—



Isaiah 29: 8 (NIV) 

as when a hungry person dreams of 
eating, but awakens hungry still;

as when a thirsty person dreams of 
drinking, but awakens faint and 

thirsty still.
So will it be with the hordes of all 

the nations
that fight against Mount Zion.



Isaiah 29: 9 (NIV) 

Be stunned and amazed,
blind yourselves and be sightless;
be drunk, but not from wine,

stagger, but not from beer.



Isaiah 29: 10 (NIV) 

The Lord has brought over you a 
deep sleep:

He has sealed your eyes (the 
prophets);

he has covered your heads (the 
seers).



Question

What happens when the eyes 
of the prophets are sealed 

and the heads of the seers are 
covered?
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