


“And to the angel of the church in 
Thyatira write:

The Son of God, who has eyes like 
a flame of fire, and feet like 
burnished bronze, says this:

Revelation 2: 18 (NASB)



‘I know your deeds, and your love 
and faith, and service and 

perseverance, and that your deeds 
of late are greater than at first. 

Revelation 2: 19 (NASB)



But I have this against you, that 
you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 

who calls herself a prophetess, and 
she teaches and leads My bond-

servants astray so that they 
commit sexual immorality and eat 

things sacrificed to idols. 

Revelation 2: 20 (NASB)



This was an immoral woman 
preacher who was a member of 

the church but the church 
tolerated her teachings which 
were immoral. This is not an 

external assault, this is an internal 
false teacher that the Church was 

tolerant of.

Jezebel



We don’t know who she was.  I 
believe this is a symbolic name 
given to her so her name was 
probably not Jezebel, but her 

actions were like the old testament 
Jezebel who married Ahab and 

set up Baal worship which consists 
of committing sexually perverted, 

wicked acts.

Jezebel



2 Kings 9:30-37 describes how 
God deals with those like Jezebel.

Jezebel



The city of Thyatira was a city full 
of tradesmen.  Each trade had a 

guild or what we would call a 
union today.

Jezebel



Each guild had a god over their 
guild.  As a member of the guild 

you were required to offer food as 
a sacrifice to your god and to 

participate in sexual perversion 
during celebrations of your god.  
If you did not do this you would 

lose your job.

Jezebel



Jezebel taught that you could be 
a Christian and also partake in the 

sinful acts of the guilds so you 
would not lose your job.

Jezebel



But I have this against you, that 
you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 

who calls herself a prophetess, and 
she teaches and leads My bond-

servants astray so that they 
commit sexual immorality and eat 

things sacrificed to idols. 

Revelation 2: 20 (NASB)



Are there Jezebels teaching in 
churches today that it is OK to 
support and/or partake in the 
sexually immoral lifestyles and 

sinful acts of society?

Question?



Again we see Jesus Christ telling 
us His Church Must be intolerant 
of unrepentant sin.  This is what 

our Lord is asking of us as a 
Church today.

I have this against you, that you 
tolerate the woman Jezebel



When a Church is intolerant of 
the immorality running rampant in 

society today it will come under 
attack.

I have this against you, that you 
tolerate the woman Jezebel



What does tolerance mean?

Question?



To suffer to be or to be done 
without prohibition or 

hinderance; to allow or permit 
negatively, by not preventing; 
not to restrain; as, to tolerate 

opinions or practices. 

1828 Webster Definition of Tolerate



to accept feelings, habits, or 
beliefs that are different from your 

own

The current Merriam-Webster 
definition of accept: to give 

admittance or approval to; to 
recognize as true

Current Merriam-Webster Definition of 
Tolerance



Original Definition of Tolerance: To 
allow or permit negatively (others' 

beliefs, practices, etc.)

Current Revised Definition of 
Tolerance: to approve of and accept 
as true feelings, habits, or beliefs that 

are different from your own.



Is Christianity tolerant of society 
under the original definition of 

tolerance? 

If so, Why?

Question?



Is Christianity tolerant of society 
under the new revised definition 

of tolerance? 

If not, Why?

Question?



I gave her time to repent, and she 
does not want to repent of her 

sexual immorality. 

Revelation 2: 21 (NASB)



This church is not being attacked 
from the outside.  There is an 

internal attack against this Church 
by satan whos is teaching a false 

doctrine corrupted by a sinful 
society.  This Church is being 

destroyed from the inside, much 
like cancer.

I gave her time to repent



You will note that there is no 
mention of this Church being 

persecuted or attacked by those 
outside of the Church.  Why do 

you think this Church is not facing 
any persecution while the Smyrna 
Christians were being jailed and 

murdered?

Question?



Note that God has given her time 
to repent out of His compassion, 

however she is unwilling to repent.  
Why do you think these people 

are unwilling to repent? 

Question?



I believe it is because they feel 
that is how God made them, their 

ways are right and the Word of 
God is wrong.   

They have justified their lifestyle 
using false doctrine.



Behold, I will throw her on a bed of 
sickness, and those who commit 

adultery with her into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of 

her deeds.

Revelation 2: 22 (NASB)



God is saying “so she wants a bed 
to commit sexual acts on, I will 
give her a bed.  One of disease 

and suffering.”

I will throw her on a bed of sickness



Does living a sexually immoral 
lifestyle lead to a bed of sickness 

and death?

Question?



And I will kill her children with 
plague, and all the churches will 
know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts; and I will 

give to each one of you according 
to your deeds.

Revelation 2: 23 (NASB)



Who do you think her children are 
referring to?

I will kill her children with plague



These are her followers, those 
who hold to her teaching.  God is 
threatening to kill them if they do 

not repent.

I will kill her children with plague



What is God going to use to kill 
them?

I will kill her children with plague



Do we see plagues today?

I will kill her children with plague



What does the fact that God is 
going to kill those in the Church 
who do not repent of their false 

doctrine promoting sexual 
immorality tell us about how 

serious God is about the teaching 
of correct doctrine in His Church?

Question?



The next sentence describes why 
God is doing this: 

and all the churches will know that 
I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each 

one of you according to your 
deeds.

I will kill her children with plague



Jesus is saying He will make an 
example of those in the Church of 

Thyatira who are tolerant of the false 
teacher Jezebel and who are 

following her immoral teachings.  He 
will do this by causing those who do 
not repent to become diseased then 

eventually kill those in the church 
who do not repent of their 

wickedness.

Summary of What Jesus is saying



Where did you first learn 
about Jesus?

Question?



How do you know you are being 
taught the truth?

Question?



False doctrine coming from inside 
the church is extremely 

dangerous.  Many often learn 
about God by what someone has 
told them and not by reading the 

Bible and gaining their own 
understanding.



Center Christian Church is set up 
according to God’s designed with 

elders overseeing the pastor.  

In addition to this it is important 
that you know the Word of God 
and are praying for discernment.



But I say to you, the rest who are 
in Thyatira, who do not hold this 

teaching, who have not known the 
deep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I place no other burden on 

you. 

Revelation 2: 24 (NASB)



This term is demonstrating the 
depths of sinfulness that is going 

on in this church.  

who have not known the deep things of 
Satan



Many of the members of this 
Church are so deeply involved in 
ungodly, immoral lifestyles that 

they are following satan. They are 
learning satan’s secrets and the 

lies of the world rather than being 
in a deep relationship with God 

and learning God’s Truths.

who have not known the deep things of 
Satan



But I say to you, the rest who are 
in Thyatira, who do not hold this 

teaching, who have not known the 
deep things of Satan, as they call 

them— I place no other burden on 
you. 

Revelation 2: 24 (NASB)



Nevertheless what you have, hold 
firmly until I come.

Revelation 2: 25 (NASB)



How long are we called to hold 
firmly to the teachings of Christ?

hold firmly until I come

Question?



The one who overcomes, and the 
one who keeps My deeds until the 
end, I will give him authority over 

the nations; and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron, as the vessels of 
the potter are shattered, as I also 
have received authority from My 

Father; 

Revelation 2: 26-27 (NASB)



For God is not unjust so as to 
forget your work and the love 

which you have shown toward His 
name, by having served and by 
still serving the saints. And we 

desire that each one of you 
demonstrate the same diligence so 
as to realize the full assurance of 

hope until the end,

Hebrews 6: 10-11 (NASB) 



Take care, brothers and sisters, that 
there will not be in any one of you 
an evil, unbelieving heart that falls 

away from the living God. But 
encourage one another every day, 
as long as it is still called “today,” so 
that none of you will be hardened 

by the deceitfulness of sin. 

Hebrews 3: 12-14 (NASB)



For we have become partakers of 
Christ if we keep the beginning of 

our commitment firm until the 
end,

Hebrews 3: 12-14 (NASB)



And you will be hated by everyone 
because of My name, but it is the 
one who has endured to the end 

who will be saved.

Mark 13: 13 (NASB)



And you will be hated by all 
because of My name, but it is the 
one who has endured to the end 

who will be saved.

Matthew 10: 22 (NASB)



And because lawlessness is 
increased, most people’s love will 
become cold. But the one who 

endures to the end is the one who 
will be saved.

Matthew 24: 12-13 (NASB)



And now, behold, bound by the 
Spirit, I am on my way to 

Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there, except that 

the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to 
me in every city, saying that chains 

and afflictions await me. 

Acts 20: 22-24 (NASB)



But I do not consider my life of any 
account as dear to myself, so that I 

may finish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of 

the gospel of God’s grace.

Acts 20: 22-24 (NASB)



I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the 

faith;

2 Timothy 4:7 (NASB)



Now before the Feast of the 
Passover, Jesus, knowing that His 

hour had come that He would 
depart from this world to the 

Father, having loved His own who 
were in the world, He loved them 

to the end.

John 13:1 (NASB)



The one who overcomes, and the 
one who keeps My deeds until the 
end, I will give him authority over 

the nations; and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron, as the vessels of 
the potter are shattered, as I also 
have received authority from My 

Father; 

Revelation 2: 26-27 (NASB)



Jesus is saying he will give us his 
authority over the nations, just as 
he has received authority from 

God and we also receive His glory. 

I will give him authority over the 
nations



and I will give him the morning 
star. The one who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’

Revelation 2: 28-29 (NASB)



In Revelation 22:16 Jesus says: “I am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, 

and the bright Morning Star.”

This passage and the previous one 
taken together is telling us that we 
will receive the authority over the 
nations and the glory of Christ! 

I will also give him the morning star



and I will give him the morning 
star. The one who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’

Revelation 2: 28-29 (NASB)





“To the angel of the church in 
Sardis write:

He who has the seven spirits of 
God and the seven stars, says this: 
‘I know your deeds, that you have 
a name that you are alive, and yet 

you are dead. 

Revelation 3: 1 (NASB)



We know what the seven spirts 
are and the seven stars are but 
what do you think Jesus means 
when he says he holds the Holy 

Spirit in his hand?

He who has the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars



We know the Word cuts like a 
double edged sword, but what 
does the cutting or convicting?

He who has the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars



I believe this is saying that Jesus is 
in control of the Churches and has 

the ability to send out the Holy 
Spirit to convict.

He who has the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars



This Church is not praised at all 
but the letter opens with 

condemnation.

and yet you are dead



onoma
ὄνομα

Name, Characterization or 
Reputation

name



What do the people of Sardis 
think about this Church?

you have a name that you are alive



What does God think about this 
Church?

and yet you are dead



What does God think about this 
Church?

I think Jesus is saying this church 
appears to the world as alive, but it is 
dead in the eyes of Christ.  This is a 

liberal church defiled by the world so 
it appears alive to the world due to its 
popularity, but is dead to Christ.  This 

is the most popular of all the 
Churches.

and yet you are dead



What is a dead Church?

Question?



A dead church is one that has 
succumbed to the pressures of the 

world and has:

• Left its first love like Ephesus
• Courted the world like 

Pergamum
• Tolerated sin and even 

advocated it like Thyatira



We will also read that, due to the 
false teachings, this church has 

many members who are not even 
Christians



What are some characteristics of a 
church that appears to be alive 

but is dead?

Question?



A dead church is one that:
1. Is concerned with tradition and 

form
2. Is concerned with welfare and 

social issues with little concern 
for spiritual issues

3. Is concerned about material 
things



4. Is concerned about being 
tolerant and not offending 
those living in sin

5. Doesn’t uphold scripture and is 
not concerned about holiness 
or Biblical doctrine

6. Is concerned about its 
appearance and popularity



7. Accepts unbelievers as members 
and even allows them to hold 
leadership positions in the church

8. Preaches the love of God but 
does not preach the sin of man

9. Preaches the Grace of God but 
not the Wrath of God

10. Approves of sexually immoral 
lifestyles. relationships and 
behaviors
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