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Acts 17: 1-15
Message + Mission + Multiply



Acts 17: 1 NIV
When Paul and his 

companions had passed 
through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there 
was a Jewish synagogue.





Acts 17: 2 NIV
As was his custom, Paul 
went into the synagogue, 

and on three Sabbath 
days he reasoned with 

them from the Scriptures,



Question

What seems to 
always happen 
when Paul goes 

into the 
synagogues?



Question

What does that 
demonstrate in 

Paul?



Please turn to:
1 Thessalonians 2: 1-2



1 Thessalonians 2: 1-2 NASB
For you yourselves know, 
brethren, that our coming 

to you was not in vain, but 
after we had already 

suffered and been 
mistreated in Philippi, as 

you know, 



1 Thessalonians 2: 1-2 NASB
we had the boldness in our 

God to speak to you the 
gospel of God amid much 

opposition. 



Acts 17: 2 NIV
As was his custom, Paul 
went into the synagogue, 

and on three Sabbath 
days he reasoned with 

them from the Scriptures,



Question

What does 
reasoned mean?



Reasoned is translated from 
the Greek word dielexato

(Διελέξατο) which is the root 
word for our English word 

dialogue. 

What does dialogue mean?



Dialogue- A conversation 
between two or more 

persons.

This indicates there was an 
exchange of words, 

questions and answers.



Please turn to:
Isaiah 1: 18



Isaiah 1: 18 NASB
"Come now, and let us 
reason together," Says 
the LORD, "Though your 
sins are as scarlet, They 
will be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like 
crimson, They will be like 

wool. 



Please turn to:
1 Peter 3: 15-17



1 Peter 3: 15-17 NIV
But in your hearts revere 

Christ as Lord. 



1 Peter 3: 15-17 NIV
Always be prepared to 

give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and 

respect, 



1 Peter 3: 15-17 NIV
keeping a clear 

conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously 

against your good behavior 
in Christ may be 

ashamed of their 
slander. 



1 Peter 3: 15-17 NIV
For it is better, if it is God’s 

will, to suffer for doing 
good than for doing evil. 





Acts 17: 2 NIV
As was his custom, Paul 
went into the synagogue, 

and on three Sabbath 
days he reasoned with 

them from the 
Scriptures,



Acts 17: 3 NIV
explaining and proving 
that the Messiah had to 
suffer and rise from the 
dead. “This Jesus I am 

proclaiming to you is the 
Messiah,” he said.



Question

What was Paul 
explaining and 

proving?



Question

What was he using 
to prove that Christ 
was the Messiah?



Acts 17: 4 NIV
Some of the Jews were 

persuaded and joined Paul 
and Silas, as did a large 
number of God-fearing 

Greeks and quite a few 
prominent women.



Question

What does it mean 
to be a prominent 

woman?



Question

Why do you think 
we see a large 

number of women 
coming to Christ?



Question

How were the 
women generally 

treated by the 
Jews?



Please turn to:
Galatians 3: 28



Galatians 3: 28 NIV
There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor 

free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus.







Question

What is the force 
behind the Church 

growing in 
Thessalonica?



Please turn to:
1 Thessalonians 1: 4-5



1 Thessalonians 1: 4-5 NIV
For we know, brothers and 

sisters loved by God, that he 
has chosen you, because our 

gospel came to you not 
simply with words but also 
with power, with the Holy 
Spirit and deep conviction. 



Acts 17: 5 NIV
But other Jews were jealous; 

so they rounded up some 
bad characters from the 

marketplace, formed a mob 
and started a riot in the city. 

They rushed to Jason’s 
house in search of Paul and 
Silas in order to bring them 

out to the crowd.



Question

Do we see that 
today?



Please turn to:
Acts 19: 32



Acts 19: 32 NASB
So then, some were 

shouting one thing and 
some another, for the 

assembly was in confusion 
and the majority did not 

know for what reason 
they had come together.



Question

What happens in a 
mob rule society?





The Dilemma

1. Our nation’s laws were 
based on Biblical law 
and morality

2. If you violate our 
nation’s laws you are in 
violation of God



The Dilemma
If our laws are based on 

God’s law and if our citizens 
are God fearing then our 

nation will be at peace 
because the fear of God will 
ensure the nation’s laws are 

followed. 



The Dilemma

This peace is achieved 
because it is the fear of 
God and not the fear of 

man that produces 
compliance to our 

nation’s laws.



The Dilemma
If our citizens do not fear 

God then our nation will be 
in turmoil because there is 

no fear of man and you 
cannot hire enough police to 
enforce man’s laws and the 
end result is mobs will rule.



Who said this???
The great, vital, and 

conservative element in our 
system is the belief of our 

people in the pure doctrines 
and the divine truths of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.



Who said this???
Had the people, during the 
Revolution, had a suspicion 

of any attempt to war 
against Christianity, that 

Revolution would have been 
strangled in its cradle…



Who said this???
In this age, there can be no 

substitute for Christianity… 
That was the religion of the 
founders of the republic
and they expected it to 
remain the religion of 

their descendants.



The United States 
Congress 1854!



Please turn to:
Proverbs 1: 8



Proverbs 1: 8 NIV
Listen, my son, to your 

father's instruction and do 
not forsake your mother's 

teaching.



The following is wise 
instruction from one of our 
nation’s founding fathers

John Adams  
Signer of Declaration of 
Independence and 2nd

President of United States of 
America 



“Our Constitution was 
made only for a moral 
and religious people. It 
is wholly inadequate to 
the government of any 

other.”



The only way to 
maintain order in a 
Godless society is to 

be ruled by a dictator 
that is feared by the 

people.





Remember our study 
of Daniel and 
Revelation?

The world will 
eventually get their 

ultimate evil dictator!



Acts 17: 6 NIV
But when they did not find 
them, they dragged Jason 
and some other believers 
before the city officials, 

shouting: “These men who 
have caused trouble all 

over the world have now 
come here,



Acts 17: 6 ESV
And when they could not 
find them, they dragged 
Jason and some of the 
brothers before the city 

authorities, shouting, “These 
men who have turned the 
world upside down have 

come here also,



Acts 17: 7 NIV
and Jason has welcomed 
them into his house. They 
are all defying Caesar’s 

decrees, saying that there 
is another king, one 

called Jesus.” 



Acts 17: 8-9 NIV
When they heard this, the 
crowd and the city officials 
were thrown into turmoil.

Then they made Jason 
and the others post bond 

and let them go.



Acts 17: 11 NIV
As soon as it was night, 

the believers sent Paul and 
Silas away to Berea. On 

arriving there, they went to 
the Jewish synagogue. 



Question

Why do you think 
that Paul and Silas 

left at night?



Acts 17: 10 NIV
As soon as it was night, 

the believers sent Paul and 
Silas away to Berea. On 

arriving there, they went to 
the Jewish synagogue. 





Acts 17: 11 NIV
Now the Berean Jews were 
of more noble character
than those in Thessalonica, 

for they received the 
message with great 

eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if 

what Paul said was true.



Question

What does it mean 
that they were of 

more noble 
character?



Acts 17: 12 NIV
As a result, many of 

them believed, as did also 
a number of prominent 

Greek women and many 
Greek men.



Question

As a result of 
what?



Acts 17: 11 NIV
Now the Berean Jews were 
of more noble character than 

those in Thessalonica, for 
they received the message 
with great eagerness and 

examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what 

Paul said was true.



Acts 17: 12 NIV
As a result, many of 

them believed, as did also 
a number of prominent 

Greek women and many 
Greek men.



Question

What can we learn 
from this?



Acts 17: 13 NIV
But when the Jews in 

Thessalonica learned that 
Paul was preaching the 
word of God at Berea, 

some of them went there 
too, agitating the crowds 

and stirring them up. 



Question

Do we see this 
same thing today?







Acts 17: 14 NIV
The believers immediately 
sent Paul to the coast, but 
Silas and Timothy stayed 

at Berea. 



Question

Why do you think 
they only sent Paul 

away?



Acts 17: 15 NIV
Those who escorted Paul 
brought him to Athens and 
then left with instructions 
for Silas and Timothy to 

join him as soon as 
possible.





Next Week

Please Read 
Acts 17: 16-34
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