
Chapter 3



2 Timothy 3: 1 (NIV)

But mark this: There will be 
terrible times in the last days.



Question

Do you think we are 
living in the terrible 

times Paul is warning 
about?



2 Timothy 3: 2 (NIV)

People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, 

boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, 

ungrateful, unholy,



Question

What does it mean to be 
a lover of self?



Narcissism

Excessive interest in or 
admiration of oneself 
and one's physical 

appearance.





Lover of Self Quiz
1. I have special abilities, talents 

or skills that few people have.

2. My time is too important to 
wait in line like normal people 
or have to follow the rules like 
everyone else.

3. Ordinary people bore me.



4. Most people wish they were 
more like me.

5. If people don't treat me with 
respect, I get angry.

6. If someone gets upset by 
something I say or do, they 
should just get over it.

7. I am always right.



8. Things would be much better 
if I was in charge.

9. People admire me.

10.When people talk about their 
problems, I just switch off.

11.I get angry when people don't 
notice me.



12.People who disagree with me 
are hateful.

13.I enjoy taking selfies.

14.People who are not as good 
looking or as in shape as I am 
disgust me.

15.I always look in the mirror at 
myself if one is available.
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anósios
an adjective, derived from a 

"without" and hósios, 
"reverence for what should be 

hallowed" 
Utter disregard of what is 

sacred, the willful disrespect 
of God



2 Timothy 3: 3 (NIV)

without love, unforgiving, 
slanderous, without self-

control, brutal, not lovers of 
the good,



astorgos
from alpha (as a neg. prefix) 
and storgé (family affection)

Definition
without natural affection



2 Timothy 3: 3 (NIV)

without love, unforgiving, 
slanderous, without self-

control, brutal, not lovers of 
the good,



2 Timothy 3: 4 (NIV)

treacherous, rash, conceited, 
lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God—



2 Timothy 3: 5 (NIV)

having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. Have 

nothing to do with such 
people.



Question

Why do you think Paul is 
telling Timothy to 

separate himself from 
these people?



2 Timothy 3: 5 (NIV)

having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. Have 

nothing to do with such 
people.



2 Timothy 3: 6 (NIV)

They are the kind who worm 
their way into homes and 
gain control over gullible 

women, who are loaded down 
with sins and are swayed by 

all kinds of evil desires,



2 Timothy 3: 7 (NIV)

always learning but never 
able to come to a knowledge 

of the truth. 





2 Timothy 3: 8 (NIV)
Just as Jannes and 

Jambres opposed Moses, so 
also these teachers oppose 
the truth. They are men of 

depraved minds, who, as far 
as the faith is concerned, are 

rejected.



Exodus 7: 10-12 (NIV)
So Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and did just as the 

Lord commanded. Aaron 
threw his staff down in front 
of Pharaoh and his officials, 

and it became a snake. 



Exodus 7: 10-12 (NIV)
Pharaoh then summoned wise 
men and sorcerers, and the 
Egyptian magicians also 
did the same things by their 
secret arts: 1Each one threw 
down his staff and it became 

a snake. But Aaron’s staff 
swallowed up their staffs.



Besides being mentioned in the Jewish 
Targum of Jonathan, and the Talmud, pagan 
writers knew of these two names. Both Pliny 

the Elder (1st cent. a.d.) in his Historia Natural 
30, 1, 11 and Apuleius (2nd cent. a.d.) in his 

Apologia (or De Magia) ch. 90, refer to 
Jannes, whereas the neo-Platonist Numenius

of Apamea (2nd cent. a.d.) referred to in 
Eusebius, Praeparatio Evangelica 9, 8, 1, was 
acquainted with both Jannes and Jambres, 
calling them holy scribes and magicians of 

Egypt.



Among materials connected with the 
Church and written in the early Christian 

centuries where reference is made to 
the names, Jannes and Jambres, are 

mentioned in such Gr. works as 
Evangelium Nicodemi (Acta Pilati) ch. 5, 
and the Apostolic Constitution 8, 1, and 

Lat. works as Evangelium Nicodemi
(Gesta Pilati), ch. 5 and Cyprian, De 

unitate ecclesia, ch. 16.



2 Timothy 3: 9 (NIV)

But they will not get very far 
because, as in the case of 

those men, their folly will 
be clear to everyone.



Question

What is Paul saying?



2 Timothy 3: 9 (NIV)

But they will not get very far 
because, as in the case of 

those men, their folly will 
be clear to everyone.



2 Timothy 3: 10 (NIV)

You, however, know all about 
my teaching, my way of life, 
my purpose, faith, patience, 

love, endurance, 



2 Timothy 3: 11 (NIV)
persecutions, sufferings—

what kinds of things 
happened to me in Antioch, 

Iconium and Lystra, the 
persecutions I endured. Yet 
the Lord rescued me from all 

of them. 



Question

Why is Paul reminding 
Timothy of these things?



2 Timothy 3: 12 (NIV)
In fact, everyone who wants 
to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted,



Question

Why are Christians 
persecuted?







A study published by Gary 
Tobin of the Institute for Jewish 

and Community Research 
showed that in a sample of 
1,200 college and university 

faculty, 53 percent held 
unfavorable feelings toward 

evangelical Christians while at 
the same time holding favorable 
opinions of most other religious 

groups. 



In this study Tobin found  71% 
of all faculty – agreed with the 

statement: "This country would 
be better off if Christian 

fundamentalists kept their 
religious beliefs out of politics." 

By comparison, only 38% of 
faculty disagreed that the 

country would be better off if 
Muslims became more politically 

organized.



2 Timothy 3: 13 (NIV)
while evildoers and 

impostors will go from bad to 
worse, deceiving and being 

deceived.



2 Timothy 3: 14 (NIV)
But as for you, continue in 

what you have learned and 
have become convinced of, 

because you know those from 
whom you learned it, 



2 Timothy 3: 15 (NIV)
and how from infancy you 

have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.



2 Timothy 3: 16-17 (NIV)
All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 

so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.



Question

What does it mean that 
“ALL Scripture is God-

breathed”?



Question

What is Scripture useful 
for?
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All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.



exartizó

from ek and artizó (get 
ready, prepare)

Definition: 
to completely furnish



Question

What happens when 
Scripture is not the 

source of Truth?



Ecumenism (1950s)
Ecumenism is the organized 
attempt to bring about the 

cooperation and unity among all 
who call themselves Christians, 

regardless of doctrine.  This 
results in tolerance of error and 

a disdain of doctrine. 



Experientialism (1960s)
Truth is based on how your 

experiences and feelings. “My 
experience has taught me that it 

is not a good idea to cheat on 
my taxes, but, if your 

experience is different, who am I 
to judge?”



Subjectivism (1980s)

There is no absolute truth.  
What is true for one person may 

not be true for another.



Pragmatism (1990s)

Truth is based on whatever is 
popular or whatever works. 
Whatever draws the biggest 

crowd is what needs to taught.



Syncretism (2000s)
Truth is inclusive of all religions 
or beliefs.  Everything taught by 
Mormons, Christians, Hindus, 
Muslims, Atheists, satanists, 
evolutionists etc… are all true 

because we all worship the 
same God and we are all going 

to heaven.  
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