




“And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write:

The first and the last, who was 
dead, and has come to life, says 

this:

Revelation 2: 8 (NASB)



Smyrna was a very religious city 
with numerous temples built to 

honor numerous gods.  
They were accepting and tolerant 
of all religions, however they could 
not tolerate Christians and called 
them atheists because they did 
not believe in the other gods.

Smyrna



Does this sound like a similar 
tactic used by satan today?  

Smyrna



The Romans rebuilt Smyrna so 
they were extremely devoted to 
the Romans and required annual 
worship of the Roman emperor.

Smyrna



Polycarp was a Smyrna Christian 
that John discipled and who 

became a leader in the Smyrna 
Church.  Polycarp was told to 
either defy Christ and burn 

incense to the roman emperor or 
be burned at the stake.  

Polycarp



He responded by saying "How 
then can I blaspheme my King and 
Savior? You threaten me with a fire 
that burns for a season, and after 
a little while is quenched; but you 

are ignorant of the fire of 
everlasting punishment that is 

prepared for the wicked.”

Polycarp



Polycarp was burned at the stake 
and was pierced with a spear 

because the flames were blowing 
away from him.  

Polycarp



On his farewell, he said “I bless 
you Father for judging me worthy 

of this hour, so that in the 
company of the martyrs I may 

share the cup of Christ.”

This gives us insight into the 
Christian hatred in Smyrna.

Polycarp



‘I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich), and the 
slander by those who say they are 

Jews, and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 2: 9 (NASB)



‘I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich), and the 
slander by those who say they are 

Jews, and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 2: 9 (NASB)



How can you be living in poverty 
and be rich at the same time?

Question?



‘I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich), and the 
slander by those who say they are 

Jews, and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 2: 9 (NASB)



Can comfort be found in knowing 
that Jesus knows what is going on 

in His Churches?

Question?



Who else is slandering the 
Christians in Smyrna?

Question?



‘I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich), and the 
slander by those who say they are 

Jews, and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 2: 9 (NASB)



What does it mean to slander 
someone?

Question?



Slander: 
The utterance of false charges or 
misrepresentations which defame 
and damage another's reputation



Do we see slander used against 
the Church today?

Question?



How does Christ view these 
slanderous Jews?

Question?



‘I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich), and the 
slander by those who say they are 

Jews, and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 2: 9 (NASB)



Do not fear what you are about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, so 

that you will be tested, and you will 
have tribulation for ten days.  Be 
faithful until death, and I will give 

you the crown of life.

Revelation 2: 10 (NASB)



It is possible, indeed, that this might 
have been literally ten days, but it is 

much more in line with the Old 
Testament, in regard to numbers, 

where "ten" denotes a few, much like 
today we might say “a week or two.”

Genesis 24: 54-55

Ten Days



How would you feel if you were a 
member of the Smyrna Church?

Question?



Do not fear what you are about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, so 

that you will be tested, and you will 
have tribulation for ten days.  Be 
faithful until death, and I will give 

you the crown of life.

Revelation 2: 10 (NASB)



The one who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. The one who overcomes 
will not be hurt by the second 

death.’

Revelation 2: 11 (NASB)



What is the second death?

Question?



Turn to: Revelation 21: 8



But for the cowardly, and 
unbelieving, and abominable, and 
murderers, and sexually immoral 

persons, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, their part 

will be in the lake that burns with 
fire and brimstone, which is the 

second death.”

Revelation 21: 8 (NASB)





“And to the angel of the church in 
Pergamum write:

The One who has the sharp two-
edged sword says this:

Revelation 2: 12 (NASB)



‘I know where you dwell, where 
Satan’s throne is; and you hold 
firmly to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days of 
Antipas, My witness, My faithful 
one, who was killed among you, 

where Satan dwells. 

Revelation 2: 13 (NASB)



What does it tell us about the 
condition of this city when Jesus 

says satan dwells there and has his 
throne there?

Question?



‘I know where you dwell, where 
Satan’s throne is; and you hold 
firmly to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days of 
Antipas, My witness, My faithful 
one, who was killed among you, 

where Satan dwells. 

Revelation 2: 13 (NASB)



What does it mean to hold firmly 
to the Name of Jesus?

Question?



‘I know where you dwell, where 
Satan’s throne is; and you hold 
firmly to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days of 
Antipas, My witness, My faithful 
one, who was killed among you, 

where Satan dwells. 

Revelation 2: 13 (NASB)



Antipas was an Elder of the 
Christian church at Pergamum, 

and that he was martyred for his 
faith because of his consistent 

faithful witnessing in the face of all 
the satanic evil present there. 

Antipas



When Antipas was advised: 
"Antipas, the whole world is 

against you!", 
Antipas reputedly replied: 

"Then I am against the whole 
world!"

Antipas



The traditional account goes on to 
say Antipas was martyred during 

the reign of Nero by being 
roasted alive in a hollow life-size 
bronze bull, which had a bonfire 
under its belly, because Antipas 
refused to renounce his faith in 

Christ Jesus. 

Antipas



But I have a few things against 
you, because you have some there 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of 

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 
idols and to commit sexual 

immorality. 

Revelation 2: 14 (NASB)



The story of Balaam is found in 
Numbers 24:1-25.  Balaam was sent 
by Balak, the king of Moab, to curse 

Israel but God caused Balaam to 
pronounce blessings on them.  

Balaam then instructed Balak to lay a 
stumbling block before them.  

you have some there who hold the teaching 
of Balaam



This stumbling block was the 
Moabitish women who were used 

to tempt the Israelites into 
committing sexually immoral acts 

with them and to feast with them in 
their idols’ temples eating their 

meat that was offered to their idols. 

you have some there who hold the teaching 
of Balaam



This is another example of Jesus 
rebuking those who allow society 

to corrupt the Truth.

It is of utmost importance that we 
stay on guard because there is so 
much of this happening in many 

churches today.

you have some there who hold the teaching 
of Balaam



Do you remember the 
Nicolaitans? 

Question?



So you too, have some who in the 
same way hold to the teaching of 

the Nicolaitans. 

Revelation 2: 15 (NASB)



Many in this Church have become 
corrupted by society!



What does Jesus do to those in 
Church corrupted by society?

Question?



Therefore repent; or else I am 
coming to you quickly, and I will 
wage war against them with the 

sword of My mouth.

Revelation 2: 16 (NASB)



Who is them? 

I will wage war against them with the sword 
of My mouth



But I have a few things against 
you, because you have some there 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of 

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 
idols and to commit sexual 

immorality. 

Revelation 2: 14 (NASB)



So you too, have some who in the 
same way hold to the teaching of 

the Nicolaitans. 

Revelation 2: 15 (NASB)



Jesus is not saying He will fight 
against His Church, only those in 
the Church who do not repent.

I will wage war against them with the sword 
of My mouth



What is the sword of the Mouth of 
Jesus?

I will wage war against them with the sword 
of My mouth



Fighting against them with the 
sword of his mouth means Jesus 
would give the order, and they 
would be cut as if by a sword. 

Precisely in what way it would be 
done He does not say.

I will wage war against them with the sword 
of My mouth



It could be by convicting them, or 
pronouncing sentence against 
them; or, by raising up other 

teachers, who preach the Word 
more faithfully, and whose 

doctrine shall be like a sword to 
devour and to destroy them.

I will wage war against them with the sword 
of My mouth



The one who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To the one who overcomes, I will give 
some of the hidden manna, and I will 

give him a white stone, and a new 
name written on the stone which no 

one knows except the one who 
receives it.’

Revelation 2: 17 (NASB)



Where was the manna hidden?

In the Ark of the Covenant:

I will give some of the hidden manna



Turn to: Exodus 16: 33-34



And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a 
jar and put a full omer of manna 

in it, and place it before the Lord to 
be kept safe throughout your 

generations.”  As the Lord 
commanded Moses, so Aaron 

placed it before the Testimony, to 
be kept.

Exodus 16: 33-34 (NASB)



The one who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To the one who overcomes, I will give 
some of the hidden manna, and I will 

give him a white stone, and a new 
name written on the stone which no 

one knows except the one who 
receives it.’

Revelation 2: 17 (NASB)



When an athlete in John’s day 
won in the games he was often 
given as part of his prize a white 
stone with their name engraved 
on it which was an admissions 

pass to the winner’s celebration 
dinner after the race.

I will give him a white stone



The one who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To the one who overcomes, I will give 
some of the hidden manna, and I will 

give him a white stone, and a new 
name written on the stone which no 

one knows except the one who 
receives it.’

Revelation 2: 17 (NASB)



This signifies our new life in which 
we will have a new name and we 
will no longer be associated with 
our current name given to us in 
the flesh. I believe that God will 
give all Christians a new name 

known only to God and the 
person he is giving the name to.

A New Name



This demonstrates the personal 
relationship we will have with God 

in Heaven!  

He will give us a name just like a 
father would his child!

A New Name





“And to the angel of the church in 
Thyatira write:

The Son of God, who has eyes like 
a flame of fire, and feet like 
burnished bronze, says this:

Revelation 2: 18 (NASB)



In chapter one Jesus is identified 
as the Son of Man, here He is 

identified as the Son of God.  This 
emphasizes his authority.

The Son of God



The opening of this letter is 
saying: These are the words of the 
Son of God.   I see right through 

you and I am coming in 
judgement with all My authority 

and power. 

The Son of God



I am sure the opening of this letter 
would have struck this Church in 
fear.  You know you are in trouble 
when you get a letter that starts 

like this.  It is a picture of 
devastating judgement.

The Son of God
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