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Message + Mission + Multiply



Acts 4: 31 NIV

After they prayed, the 
place where they were 

meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and spoke 
the word of God boldly.



Acts 4: 32 NIV

All the believers were one 
in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of their 
possessions was their 
own, but they shared 
everything they had. 



Question

What does it mean to 
be of one heart and 

one mind?





Please turn to:

1 Corinthians 1: 10



1 Corinthians 1: 10 NIV

I appeal to you, brothers 
and sisters, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree with one 

another in what you say and 
that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be 
perfectly united in mind 

and thought.



Please turn to:

John 17: 11



John 17: 11 NIV

I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in 
the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of your 
name, the name you gave 
me, so that they may be 

one as we are one.



Please turn to:

John 17: 20-23



John 17: 20-23 NIV

“My prayer is not for them 
alone. I pray also for those 

who will believe in me 
through their message, 

that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in 

you. 



John 17: 20-23 NIV

May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.  I 
have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that 

they may be one as we 
are one



John 17: 20-23 NIV

I in them and you in me so 
that they may be brought 
to complete unity. Then 

the world will know 
that you sent me and 

have loved them even as 
you have loved me.



Question

How does complete 
unity show the power 

of God?



Please turn to:

Romans 15: 5-6



Romans 15: 5-6 NIV
May the God who gives 

endurance and 
encouragement give you the 

same attitude of mind toward 
each other that Christ Jesus 

had, so that with one mind 
and one voice you may 

glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.



In Unity we Glorify 
God!



Please turn to:

1 Corinthians 3: 1-3



1 Corinthians 3: 1-3 NIV

Brothers, I could not 
address you as spiritual 

but worldly—mere infants 
in Christ. I gave you milk, 

not solid food, for you were 
not yet ready for it. 



1 Corinthians 3: 1-3 NIV

Indeed, you are still not 
ready. You are still 

worldly. For since there 
is jealousy and 

quarreling among you, 
are you not worldly? Are 
you not acting like mere 

men?



Lack of unity is a 
sign of spiritual 

immaturity!



Acts 4: 32 NIV

All the believers were one 
in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of their 
possessions was their 
own, but they shared 
everything they had. 



Acts 4: 33-35 NIV

With great power the 
apostles continued to 

testify to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus. And 
God’s grace was so 

powerfully at work in 
them all



Acts 4: 33-35 NIV

that there were no needy 
persons among them. For 

from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold 
them, brought the money 

from the sales and put it at 
the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who 
had need.



Question

Is there a link 
between grace and 

unity?



Acts 4: 36 NIV

Joseph, a Levite from 
Cyprus, whom the 

apostles called Barnabas 
(which means “son of 

encouragement”), sold a 
field he owned and 

brought the money and put 
it at the apostles’ feet.



Question

Why do you think the 
apostles gave Joseph 
the name Barnabas?



Acts 4: 36 NIV

Joseph, a Levite from 
Cyprus, whom the 
apostles called 

Barnabas (which means 
“son of encouragement”), 
sold a field he owned and 
brought the money and put 

it at the apostles’ feet.



Question

Is there any 
significance to a 

Levite owning land?



Please turn to:

Deuteronomy 10: 8-9



Deuteronomy 10: 8-9 NIV

At that time the LORD set 
apart the tribe of Levi to 

carry the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, to stand before 
the LORD to serve Him, and 

to pronounce blessings in His 
name, as they do to this day. 



Deuteronomy 10: 8-9 NIV

is why Levi has no portion 
or inheritance among his 
brothers; the LORD is his 
inheritance, as the LORD 
your God promised him.



Acts 5: 1 NIV

Now a man named 
Ananias, together with his 
wife Sapphira, also sold a 

piece of property. 



Question

Is there any 
difference between 
Ananias and Sapphira 
and Barnabas at this 

point?



Acts 5: 2 NIV

With his wife’s full 
knowledge he kept back 

part of the money for 
himself, but brought the 

rest and put it at the 
apostles’ feet.



Question

Is there any 
difference between 
Ananias and Sapphira 
and Barnabas now?



Question

Is deceit a sign of 
unity or division?



Question

Who is behind this 
deceit?



Acts 5: 3 NIV

Then Peter said, “Ananias, 
how is it that Satan has 
so filled your heart that 

you have lied to the Holy 
Spirit and have kept for 

yourself some of the 
money you received for the 

land?



Question

Why do you think 
Satan wanted Ananias 

and Sapphira to lie?



Question

How has Satan 
attempted to stop 
the Church so far?



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule



Acts 2: 13 NIV

Some, however, made fun 
of them and said, “They 
have had too much wine.”



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation



Acts 4: 1 NIV

The priests and the 
captain of the temple 

guard and the Sadducees 
came up to Peter and John 
while they were speaking 

to the people. 



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force



Acts 4: 3 NIV

They seized Peter and 
John



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force

4. Jail



Acts 4: 3 NIV

they put them in jail
until the next day.



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force

4. Legislation



Acts 4: 18 NIV

Then they called them in 
again and commanded 

them not to speak or teach 
at all in the name of Jesus.



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force

4. Legislation

5. Threats



Acts 4: 21 NIV

After further threats
they let them go.



Question

How has satan’s 
tactics worked so 

far?



Acts 4: 4 NIV

But many who heard the 
message believed; so the 

number of men who 
believed grew to about five 

thousand.



So far all of satan’s 
attacks have been 

external and has been 
like throwing gasoline 

on a flame!



Question

What is more 
effective, attacking 
from the outside or 

the inside?



Sin, quarrelling, division, 
hypocrisy…  All of 

these are more 
devastating to a 

Church than 
persecution!



Acts 5: 3 NIV

Then Peter said, “Ananias, 
how is it that Satan has so 
filled your heart that you 

have lied to the Holy Spirit 
and have kept for yourself 

some of the money you 
received for the land?



Acts 5: 4 NIV

Didn’t it belong to you before 
it was sold? And after it was 

sold, wasn’t the money at 
your disposal? What made 
you think of doing such a 

thing? You have not lied just 
to human beings but to God.”



Question

What is someone 
called who attends 

Church, but lives like 
the rest of the 

world?



Acts 5: 5-6 NIV

When Ananias heard this, he 
fell down and died. And 
great fear seized all who 

heard what had happened. 
Then some young men came 

forward, wrapped up his 
body, and carried him out 

and buried him.



Acts 5: 7-8a NIV

About three hours later his 
wife came in, not knowing 
what had happened.  Peter 
asked her, “Tell me, is this 
the price you and Ananias 

got for the land?”



Question

What do you think 
would have happened 

if Sapphira had 
answered this 

question truthfully?



Question

Why do you think 
Ananias was not given 

a chance to come 
clean?



Acts 5: 8b-9 NIV

“Yes,” she said, “that is the 
price.”

Peter said to her, “How could 
you conspire to test the Spirit 
of the Lord? Listen! The feet 
of the men who buried your 

husband are at the door, and 
they will carry you out also.”



Acts 5: 10 NIV

At that moment she fell 
down at his feet and died. 
Then the young men came 
in and, finding her dead, 

carried her out and buried 
her beside her husband.



Question

Why did God not kill 
the persecutors but 

killed Ananias and 
Sapphira?



Question

Could this be an 
indication that God 

views internal attacks, 
such as sin and division, 
more dangerous to His 

Church than 
persecution?



Question

What was the result 
of these deaths?



Acts 5: 11 NIV

Great fear seized the 
whole church and all who 
heard about these events.



Question

Does God want his 
Church to be gripped 

with fear?



Please turn to:

Matthew 10: 28



Matthew 10: 28 NIV

Do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. 

Rather, be afraid of the 
One who can destroy both 

soul and body in hell.
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Please read

Acts 5: 12-42


