


Isaiah 35: 1-2 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; 
    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 
    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the Lord, 
    the splendor of our God. 



Isaiah 35: 6-7 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
    and streams in the desert. 
The burning sand will become a pool, 
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 



Hear What God Is Telling Us 
Revelation 20 :10 

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into 
the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the 
false prophet had been thrown. They will be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
 
Who were the first people cast into hell? 
The anti-Christ and the false prophet. 
 
How long have they been burning in hell until satan 
is thrown into hell with them? 
1000 years 



2 Peter 3:8 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: 
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day. 



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 20 :11-15 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them.  And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in 
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them, and each person was judged according to 
what they had done.  Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death.   Anyone whose name was not found 
written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 
fire. 



What Happens When You Die? 

There are 2 options.  Death as a Christian or 
death as a non-Christian. 
 
 



Death Before Christ’s 
Resurrection 

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day.  At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the 
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
 

“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him 
to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In 
Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, ‘Father 
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this 
fire.’ 
 

“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but 
now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  And besides all 
this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so 
that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 



Death After Christ’s 
Resurrection 

When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they 
were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.   But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God.  “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
 

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of 
their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 
 

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 



1 Corinthians 15: 20-27 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since 
death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in 
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him.  Then the end will come, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father 
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 
power.  For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.  For he “has put everything under 
his feet.” 



2 Corinthians 5: 6-10 

Therefore we are always confident and know 
that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not 
by sight.  We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord.  So we make it our goal to please 
him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it.  For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done while 
in the body, whether good or bad. 



2 Corinthians 12: 1-4 

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing 
to be gained, I will go on to visions and 
revelations from the Lord.  I know a man in 
Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to 
the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or 
out of the body I do not know—God knows. And 
I know that this man—whether in the body or 
apart from the body I do not know, but God 
knows— was caught up to paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things that no one is 
permitted to tell.  



Summary-Christian Death 

Old Testament Saints entered a paradise with 
Abraham when they died and are awaiting 
eternity in the new Heaven. 
 

After Christ’s resurrection we who are Christians 
will fall asleep and Jesus will welcome us into a 
place of paradise awaiting eternity with the Old 
Testament Saints in the new Heaven. 



Summary-Death without God 

Those who died without God before Christ or 
without Christ after His resurrection will enter a 
place referred to as “Hades” which is a place of 
torment awaiting judgement before Jesus and 
then the final sentencing of eternity in Hell. 
 
There is also a place of torment for the spiritual 
world who stand against God.  This place is 
called the Abyss.  We discussed this last week. 



Then I saw a great white throne and him who 
was seated on it. The earth and the heavens 
fled from his presence. 
 
This is telling us that there will be nothing 
present but just Christ and those being judged. 



Questions 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne. 
 

What does it mean great and small? 
From Kings and Presidents to vagrants. 
 

Will we all stand before the throne as 
Christians? 
Yes 
 

Will we be judged as Christians? 
We will find out in a couple slides 



2 Corinthians 5: 6-10 

Therefore we are always confident and know 
that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord.  For we live by faith, not 
by sight.  We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord.  So we make it our goal to please 
him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it.  For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad. 



Will we as Christians be judged? 

John 5:24 
Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and 
will not be judged but has crossed over from 
death to life. 
 
Roman 8: 1-2 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set youa free from the law of sin and death.  
 
 



Great White Throne Judgement 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books… each person was judged according to 
what they had done…Anyone whose name was not 
found written in the book of life was thrown into the 
lake of fire. 
 
Note: there are multiple books and not a single book 
and this is going to be very personal.  Each person 
will appear singly before Christ and He has an 
eternity to do this. Remember the Dead is another 
word for those who are without Christ or without 
God. 
 
 



Books of Life 

Psalm 69: 27-28 
Charge them with crime upon crime; do not let 
them share in your salvation.  May they be 
blotted out of the book of life and not be listed 
with the righteous. 
 
Philippians 4:3 
Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help 
these women since they have contended at my 
side in the cause of the gospel, along with 
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. 



Books of Life 

Revelation 3:5 
The one who is victorious will, like them, be 
dressed in white. I will never blot out the name 
of that person from the book of life, but will 
acknowledge that name before my Father and 
his angels. 
Revelation 13:8 
All inhabitants of the earth will worship the 
beast—all whose names have not been written 
in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was 
slain from the creation of the world. 



What is the book of life? 

Upon conception God has created life and that 
life is so precious to God that He writes the name 
He has given each life He created in the book of 
life.  Everyone, regardless of their lifestyle and 
faith, has their name written in the book of life. 
When you become a Christian your name is then 
also written in the Lambs book of life. 
Those who’s name is not found written in the 
lambs book of life will have their name blotted 
out of the book of life at the final judgement.  In 
other words they are considered by God to have 
never existed, they are remembered no more.  
They are blotted out.  They are forgotten. 



and books were opened. Another book was opened 
 

I believe there will be multiple books.  The book of life, 
The Lambs book of life and a book containing everything 
we have done in life-both good and bad. 
 

We will all stand before Christ.  Do you think you will 
have all your sins read from a book by Jesus during this 
great white throne judgement? 
 

Isaiah 43:25 
“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for 
my own sake, and remembers your sins no more. 



For a Christian the Great White Throne Judgement is 
not to be feared. is where we will experience the full 
love of God!   
 

Knowing everything we do, both good and bad, is 
written down should cause us to strive to live a Godly 
life, however I believe this is going to be a time of great 
joy as Christians.  As we stand before the Judgement 
Seat of Christ I believe He will stand and smile and say “I 
know this one.  (Insert your name here if you are a 
Christian) name is written in my Lambs Book of Life and 
(Insert your name here if you are a Christian) is mine, I 
paid (his/her) penalty and all his/her sins were forgiven 
and forgotten and they are Holy and Pure.  Welcome 
home my good and faithful servant for you are holy and 
pure in the sight of God and let me tell you what my 
new name just for you is.  I have been waiting a long 
time to tell you” 



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 20 :11-15 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them.  And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in 
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them, and each person was judged according to 
what they had done.  Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death.   Anyone whose name was not found 
written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 
fire. 



Themes Of The Next 3 Chapters 

Chapter 19: The second coming of Christ. 
Chapter 20: The 1000 year reign of Christ. 
Chapter 21: Eternity with Christ. 



Revelation 21 

Can be summarized in one word 
Heaven! 



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 21 : 1-4 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 



a new heaven and a new earth,” for 
the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea.  

What is this telling us? 
Our eternal heaven will be completely different.  
The earth or the land will be all new and the sky 
will be completely different.  Notice it startles John 
that it is all land, there is no sea. 
 
Why do you think this startled John? (Hint-what 
was his profession?) 



I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God 

What is John describing here? 
 
In heaven there will be a Holy City where we will 
be free to enter and spend time in with God.  This 
is telling us that there will be a main city in Heaven 
known as the new Jerusalem. 



And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Look! God’s 

dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. 

They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be 

their God.  
What is this telling us about heaven? 
 
It will be where God lives.  We will be living with, 
walking with, talking with and worshiping God! 



‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death’ 
or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed 

away.” 
 Who is wiping away every tear? 

God 
 

Who’s tears is he wiping? 
Ours 
 

What does this tell us? 
There will be eternal joy! 
 



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 21 : 5-8 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” 
 

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I 
will give water without cost from the spring of the 
water of life.  Those who are victorious will inherit all 
this, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children.  But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, 
the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who 
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they 
will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
This is the second death.” 



He who was seated on the throne 
said, “I am making everything 

new!” Then he said, “Write this 
down, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.” 
 Who is speaking here? 

God 
 
What is He making sure John is doing? 
Writing down what He says. 
 
Let’s look closely at what He says: 



“It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give 
water without cost from the spring of the water 
of life.  Those who are victorious will inherit all 
this, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children.  But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the 
vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those 
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all 
liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 
 



It is done 

Does this sound familiar? 
John 19:30 
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is 
finished." With that, he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 
 
Finished means “an action, activity, or piece of 
work has been completed or ended.” 
 
Done means it is all over the whole thing is 
completed, not just a part of it. 



Those who are victorious will inherit 
all this, and I will be their God and 

they will be my children.  
God is excited to show John Heaven, but He 
wants to make it crystal clear that this eternal 
paradise He is getting ready to show John will 
only be for His children and not for those who 
lived in the world without God and without 
Christ.   
 
God also makes it clear that those who are not his 
children will be cast into hell. 



1 Corinthians 6: 9-11 (NASB) 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 
nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the 
kingdom of God.  Such were some of you; but 
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 



What is Sanctification and 
Justification? 

It is important that we understand these terms as 
they describe how a Christian should walk and live. 
 

Justification- When we become Christians this 
happens immediately.  We are washed in the blood 
of Christ and are made perfect in the eyes of God 
because of Christ’s sacrifice. 
 

Sanctification-is a process of becoming more like 
Christ and more Godly as time passes.  Christians 
must see a change in developing a more Godly 
thought and behavior over time compared to before 
they became Christians.  That is why the important 
word WERE was used in the previous passage. 



Philippians 3: 9-14 
I become righteous through faith in Christ.For God’s way 
of making us right with himself depends on faith.   I want 
to know Christ and experience the mighty power that 
raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, 
sharing in his death,  so that one way or another I will 
experience the resurrection from the dead! 
 

I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these 
things or that I have already reached perfection. But I 
press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus 
first possessed me.   No, dear brothers and sisters, I have 
not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting 
the past and looking forward to what lies ahead,  I press 
on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly 
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 



What is God telling Us? 

God is telling us that He is creating an eternal 
paradise for those of us who accept Christ and are 
trying to walk a Godly life.  Those who continue to 
live in sin and have no desire to change will not 
make it, even if they are going to Church! 
 
We as Christians are not perfect, but we recognize 
sin and are working, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to remove sin from our lives.   



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 21 : 9-14 

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 
full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, 
“Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.”  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy 
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God.  It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance 
was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, 
clear as crystal.  It had a great, high wall with twelve 
gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the 
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  There were three gates on the east, three 
on the north, three on the south and three on the 
west.  The wall of the city had twelve foundations, 
and on them were the names of the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb. 



Revelation 21 : 15-17 

The angel who talked with me had a measuring 
rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its 
walls.  The city was laid out like a square, as long 
as it was wide. He measured the city with the 
rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, 
and as wide and high as it is long.  The angel 
measured the wall using human measurement, 
and it was 144 cubits thick.  



How long is a stadia?  About 607 feet 
Therefore we know that the city is roughly 1,400 miles 
long, 1,400 miles wide and 1,400 miles high.  A cubit is 
roughly the length of the forearm so the wall is about 
226 feet thick. 
 

Let’s put this in perspective: 
8.5 million people live in the city of New York City. 
The size of New York City is 305 square miles which is 
roughly 17 miles wide and 17 miles long.  If New York 
City was the size of the new Jerusalem it would hold 55 
Billion people.  The current world population is 7 billion.    
What is this telling us? 
God created His City large enough to hold everyone in 
hopes everyone would turn to Him!  And this is just the 
City!!! 





What is the tallest building in 
New York and how tall is it? 

The One World Trade Center.  It is 
1,776 feet high. 
 
On mile is 5,280 feet so you 
would say New York City is only 
1/3 of a mile in height if you 
measured the city.  You would 
have to stack 4200 of these 
buildings on top of each other to 
reach the height of the city of 
new Jerusalem.    



How high does a jet fly? 

A typical commercial jet (most standard flights) 
cruises at around 28-35,000ft (up to 6.6 miles of 
altitude) 
You would have to fly a commercial jet over 212 
times higher to reach the top of the city of new 
Jerusalem.    



How tall is Mount Everest? 

5 ½ miles high.  You would have to stack 254 
Mount Everests to reach the height of the city of 
new Jerusalem. 



What 
Does 5 
times as 
High look 
like? 

Just imagine 254 
times as high!!! 



Hear What God Is Telling Us 
Revelation 21: 15-17 

The angel who talked with me had a measuring 
rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its 
walls.  The city was laid out like a square, as long 
as it was wide. He measured the city with the 
rod and found it to be 1400 miles long, 1400 
miles wide and 1400 miles high.  The angel 
measured the wall using human measurement, 
and it was 226 feet thick.  



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 21 : 18-21 

The wall was made of jasper, and the city of 
pure gold, as pure as glass.  The foundations of 
the city walls were decorated with every kind of 
precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, 
the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth 
emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the 
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth 
topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, 
and the twelfth amethyst.  The twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single 
pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as 
pure as transparent glass. 



Hear What God is Telling Us 
Revelation 21 : 22-27 

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not 
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  The nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever be shut, 
for there will be no night there.  The glory and honor of the 
nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever 
enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or 
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. 
 

Most important question of all-How do you get your name 
written in the Lamb’s book of life? 
Note:  since the gates to the city will never be shut this 
means Heaven is even larger than just the city of new 
Jerusalem?  I can’t wait to explore!!!  I am definitely going 
to look up Tom to hike with. 
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