
Believe
Week 8



Do you believe God 
calls all Christians to 
show compassion on 

people in need?



Compassion

Definition: "sympathetic 
consciousness of others' 
distress together with a 

desire to alleviate it"



How do you define 
Compassion?





Christian Compassion

James 2: 15-16
Colossians 3: 12
1 Peter 3: 8

To whom are we to be 
compassionate?



The Compassion of Christ
“. . . Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end.” 
(John 13: 1)

Question: does compassion 
require love?



1 Corinthians 13:3
Is this passage describing a 

compassionate act?

What is compassion without 
love?



“When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion on them, 

because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd.” 
(Matthew 9: 36)

What  is the danger of sheep 
with no shepherd?



Where were the shepherds?

Mark 7: 1-13
They were religious, but lacked 
compassion in pressing their own 
man-made traditions and 
nullifying the commandment of 
God.



Where were the shepherds?

Matthew 6: 2 
Matthew 23: 5 
They often busied themselves to 
make a showing of themselves 
but lacked compassion.



Where were the shepherds?
Matthew 23: 15
Without compassion they often 
made a convert better suited for 
hell than for God.



Matthew 20: 29-34
How did the multitudes react to 
the blind?

Who’s attention was the blind 
attempting to attract?

What did the blind want?



What did Jesus ask the blind?

Didn’t Jesus know what the 
blind needed?

What did Jesus do?

What did the blind do?



Lessons From The Blind
2 Corinthians 4: 4
We must recognize we are blind.
Question-Who did the blinding?
How does he accomplish this?

Romans 12: 2
We must not let society keep us 
quiet or conform us.



Lessons From The Blind
James 5: 16
We must cry out to the Lord.

John 8: 12
We must be as earnest to follow 
Him as these blind men.



How do we follow Christ?



Does Compassion 
Overlook Transgression?



Matthew 23: 37
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 

who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a 

hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, and you were not 

willing.



In this passage:

Jesus recalled Jerusalem’s 
transgressions:
• kills the prophets
• stones those He had sent 

to them



Does Compassion Void 
Judgment to the 

Unrepentant?

•Matthew 23: 38
•James 2: 13
•Ezekiel 33: 11



Any study of compassion 
should not be lopsided
to appreciate the “love” of 
God we must fear the 
“wrath” of God

Romans 11: 22



To appreciate the “mercy” 
of God we must appreciate 
why we need mercy.

Titus 3: 5



To understand the 
compassion of God we 
must understand the 

wages we deserve and 
the compassionate gift 

God gave us.

Romans 6: 23



Final Thoughts on Compassion

God is great in His 
compassion 

demonstrated by his 
grace and He is terrifying 
to the guilty who do not 

repent.

Exodus 34: 6-7







On July 8, 1741 Edwards 
was invited by the pastor of 

the church in Enfield, 
Connecticut to preach to 
his congregation because 
he was concerned about 
their vanity, comfort and 

lack of revival. 



Edwards's aim was to 
teach his listeners about 
the horrors of hell, the 
dangers of sin and the 
terrors of being lost.



Those present at the 
sermons noted Jonathan 
Edwards was interrupted 

many times before finishing 
the sermon by people 

moaning and crying out, 
"What shall I do to be 

saved?"



One eyewitness, Stephen 
Williams, wrote in his diary, 

"before the sermon was 
done there was a great 

moaning and crying went 
out through ye whole 

House…..



‘What shall I do to be 
saved,’ ‘Oh, I am going to 
Hell,’ ‘Oh, what shall I do 

for Christ,’ and so forth. So 
yet ye minister was obliged 

to desist, ye shrieks and 
cry were piercing and 

amazing."



Overnight, the town was 
transformed. The citizens 
sang hymns in the streets, 

the tavern closed, the 
young people pursued God 

in bands, and it was 
impossible to get into 

church unless one arrived 
hours early. 



Edwards' words have 
endured and are still read 

to this day. Edwards' 
sermon continues to be the 
leading example of a Great 
Awakening sermon and is 
still used in religious and 

academic studies. 



Was this sermon 
compassionate?

James 5: 20



I believe God calls all 
Christians to show 

compassion to people 
in need.
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