


Chapter 2: Verses 1-3

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand and walks among the 
seven golden lampstands. I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your perseverance. I know 
that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found them false. You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name, and have not grown weary.



The Factory



Ephesus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBUcm0-daA0


Ephesus was a very important city to the early 
Christians.  It held one of the seven wonders of 
the world (The temple of Artemis) and it was 
multicultural tourist trap like Disneyworld.  
People from all nations came here.  What better 
place to make disciples so they would go back 
and make disciples of all nations!  Even Paul, 
who was known to be always on the move spent 
3 years here.



and walks among the seven 
golden lampstands

This is the Hebrew phrase for moving in the 
Churches.  

What does it mean today when someone says 
Jesus is moving in a Church?

Also note that in all instances Jesus Knows what 
is going on.  He sees everything!



you cannot tolerate wicked 
people

What is Jesus telling us that His Church must do 
here?
I don’t think it is just a coincidence that the 
same word (wicked) used here is also used in 
Genesis 19:4-8.
What does it mean to not tolerate?
We must understand the importance of these 
two chapters to us today.  Jesus is telling us the 
Church is to be intolerant.  It is vital for Churches 
to understand this as this is extremely counter-
culture today.   



Senate Bill 2

Title: Prohibited discrimination in civil rights 
statutes.

DIGEST
Prohibited discrimination in civil rights statutes. 
Amends civil rights enforcement statutes to 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, veteran status, and ancestry.



Chapter 2: Verses 1-3

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand and walks among the 
seven golden lampstands. I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your perseverance. I know 
that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found them false. You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name, and have not grown weary.



Hear What God is Telling us
Chapter 2: Verses 1-3

To the members of the church in Ephesus write: 
These are the words of your King Jesus. I am 
watching and know your deeds, your hard work 
and your perseverance. I know that you cannot 
tolerate members in your church who refuse to 
repent of their sin, that you know My Truths and 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found them false. You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name, and have not grown weary.



Chapter 2: Verses 4-6

Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken 
the love you had at first. Consider how far you 
have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at 
first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place.  
But you have this in your favor: You hate the 
practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.



Yet I hold this against you: You have 
forsaken the love you had at first

What do you think Jesus is meaning here?  
I think this church was on fire for God but now 
has become an organization or religion and not 
a church.  It is doing things out of habit and 
tradition without spending time with Christ.  
This church has lost the relationship with Christ 
and is similar to a married couple who are living 
together as room mates and not as husband and 
wife.  The members of this church just go to 
church on Sundays because that is what they are 
supposed to do.  Do you agree?



Consider how far you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things 

you did at first
Would you agree that Jesus is saying that they 
did have a loving relationship with him and they 
need to remember that first time when they first 
met Him and were excited about having a 
relationship with Christ and were hungering for 
his Word and wanting to learn His Truths?

How do you think they can do this?



I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its place. 

What does this mean?
The Church will be working on their own power only 
and Jesus will no longer be moving in their Church.  
Note: this is the only church that Jesus threatens to 
remove their lampstand.  Why do you think that is?  
Also notice he is not removing their star from his 
hand, only the lampstand.  

But you have this in your favor: You hate the 
practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
What does this mean.  Note it is the practice and not 
the people.



Nicolaitans

Roman church historian Eusebius writes that 
Nicolas’ fundamental doctrine appears to have 
been "the flesh must be treated with contempt."

Over the years, however, this teaching took on a 
more Gnostic spin: Since the flesh is unimportant, 
even contemptible, what one does in the flesh is 
of no consequence. Spiritual life, growth and 
ultimately salvation occur in the soul, and since 
God is spirit, He has no regard for the flesh. 
Therefore Nicolaitans believed that it does not 
matter if one satisfies the flesh's desires. 



Nicolaitans

According to the writings of the Early Church 
leaders, the Nicolaitans were also so immersed in 
occultism, Judaism, and Christianity that they had 
no problem intermingling these belief systems in 
various concoctions and saw no reason why 
believers couldn't continue to practice their 
sexually immoral behavior associated with these 
beliefs. 
Clement of Alexander wrote the following about 
the Nicolaitans: “They abandoned themselves to 
pleasure like goats, leading a life of self-indulgence.”



Nicolaitans

We know that Jesus hated their practice so it 
clearly a behavior we must also hate.

I would suggest we consider the Nicolations as 
referencing a religious doctrine claiming to be 
Christian that has become corrupted by society 
or other religions to accept or practice ungodly 
behavior.



Hear what God is Telling us
Chapter 2: Verses 4-6

However you no longer love Me as you once did 
and I am holding it against you.  You are no longer 
walking with me and you are attempting to 
operate on your own without me.  Remember how 
you loved Me when you first accepted Me as your 
Lord and Savior!  Repent and change your ways. If 
you do not repent, I will no longer move in your 
Church and you will be working all on your own, 
alone.   But you have this in your favor: You hate 
the practices of those who claim to be Christians 
yet live like the rest of the world, which I also hate.



Chapter 2: Verse 7

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God.

Who is him who overcomes?
John 16:33
1 John 5:1-5

What is the tree of life?
Genesis 3:22-24



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verse 7

Everyone on earth listen to what I am telling all 
Christians.  Everyone who remains in me will 
overcome the world and will be given the right 
to eat from the tree of life and will live forever in 
paradise with God.



Chapter 2: Verse 8-10

“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First and 
the Last, who died and came to life again. I know 
your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are 
rich! I know the slander of those who say they 
are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan.  Do not be afraid of what you are about 
to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you 
in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.



A Diamond in the Rough



Smyrna

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13IW3nxYrUk


Smyrna

Smyrna was a very religious city with numerous 
temples built to honor numerous gods.  

They were accepting and tolerant of all religions, 
however they could not tolerate Christians and 
called them atheists because they did not 
believe in the other gods.

Does this sound like a similar tactic used by 
satan today?  What are Christians called today 
who are called to be the most loving of all 
people?



Smyrna

The Romans rebuilt Smyrna so they were 
extremely devoted to the Romans and required 
annual worship of the Roman emperor.



Polycarp

Polycarp was a Smyrna Christian that John 
discipled and who became a leader in the Smyrna 
Church.  Polycarp was told to either defy Christ and 
burn incense to the roman emperor or be burned 
at the stake.  He responded by saying "How then 
can I blaspheme my King and Savior? You threaten 
me with a fire that burns for a season, and after a 
little while is quenched; but you are ignorant of the 
fire of everlasting punishment that is prepared for 
the wicked.”



Polycarp

Polycarp was burned at the stake and was pierced 
with a spear because the flames were blowing 
away from him.  On his farewell, he said “I bless 
you Father for judging me worthy of this hour, so 
that in the company of the martyrs I may share the 
cup of Christ.”

This occurred in Smyrna demonstrating the 
Christian hatred in Smyrna.



Chapter 2: Verse 8-10

“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First and 
the Last, who died and came to life again. I 
know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you 
are rich! I know the slander of those who say 
they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 
of Satan.  Do not be afraid of what you are 
about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some 
of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.



Ten Days

It is possible, indeed, that this might have been 
literally ten days, but it is much more in line with 
the Old Testament, in regard to numbers, to 
suppose that the word "ten" here is used to 
denote a few.

Genesis 24: 54-55



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 8-10

To the members of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of your King Jesus Christ. I 
know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you 
are rich! I know the slander of those who say 
they are God’s chosen people and are not, but 
are a synagogue of satan.   Do not be afraid of 
what you are about to suffer. You live in a city 
that is not tolerant of you and I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in prison to test you, 
and you will suffer persecution for a short time. 
Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will 
give you the crown of life.



Chapter 2: Verse 11

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. The one who is victorious 
will not be hurt at all by the second death.

Hear what God is Telling Us
Everyone on earth listen to what I am telling all 
Christians. If you are a Christian the eternal 
punishment you will see and hear about in this 
book does not apply to you.



Chapter 2: Verses 12-13

“To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
These are the words of him who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword.  I know where you live—
where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true 
to my name. You did not renounce your faith in 
me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful 
witness, who was put to death in your city—
where Satan lives.



Chapter 2: Verses 14-16

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: 
you have people there who hold to the teaching 
of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the 
Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols 
and by committing sexual immorality.  Likewise, 
you also have those who hold to the teaching of 
the Nicolaitans.  Repent therefore! Otherwise, I 
will soon come to you and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth.



The Las Vegas Church



Pergamum

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiAPl6NonYg


Chapter 2: Verses 12-13

“To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
These are the words of him who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword.  I know where you live—
where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true 
to my name. You did not renounce your faith in 
me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful 
witness, who was put to death in your city—
where Satan lives.



Antipas

Antipas was reputed to be the Bishop of the Christian 
church at Pergamum, and that he was martyred for 
his faith because of his consistent faithful witnessing 
in the face of all the satanic evil present there. 

When Antipas was advised: 
"Antipas, the whole world is against you!", 
Antipas reputedly replied: 
"Then I am against the whole world!" 

Antipas was supposedly roasted alive in a hollow life-
size bronze bull, which had a bonfire under its belly, 
because Antipas refused to renounce his faith in 
Christ Jesus. 



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 12-13

To the members of the church in Pergamum 
write: These are the words of your King Jesus 
and I have the power to punish with my words 
alone.   I know where you live—where Satan has 
his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You 
did not renounce your faith in me, not even 
when you saw your fellow Christian Antipas, my 
faithful witness, tortured and put to death in 
your city—where Satan lives.



Chapter 2: Verses 14-16

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: 
you have people there who hold to the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice 
the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to 
idols and by committing sexual immorality.  
Likewise, you also have those who hold to the 
teaching of the Nicolaitans.  Repent therefore! 
Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth.



The story of Balaam is found in Numbers 24:1-25.  
Balaam was sent by Balak, the king of Moab, to 
curse Israel but God caused Balaam to pronounce 
blessings on them.  Balaam then instructed Balak 
to lay a stumbling block before them.  He did this 
by using the Moabitish women to tempt the 
Israelites to commit immoral sexual acts with them 
and to feast with them in their idols’ temples 
eating their meat that was offered to their idols. 

I have a few things against you: you 
have people there who hold to the 

teaching of Balaam



Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will 
soon come to you and will fight 

against them with 
the sword of my mouth.

Who is them?  
Note: He is not saying He will fight against his Church, 
only those in the Church who do not repent.

Fighting against them with the sword of his mouth 
means Jesus would give the order, and they would be 
cut as if by a sword. Precisely in what way it would be 
done he does not say; but it might be by persecution, 
or by heavy judgments. To see the force of this, we are 
to remember the power which Christ has to punish the 
wicked by a word of his mouth. By a word in the last 
day he will turn all the wicked into hell. 



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 14-16

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: 
you have people in your church there who are 
not following My Word but are instead following 
false teachings that allow idolatry and sexual 
immorality.   Likewise, you also have those in 
your Church who are living like the rest of the 
world like the Nicolaitins.  Repent therefore! 
Otherwise, I will soon come to your Church and 
pronounce judgement on those who do not 
repent by the power of the word spoken from 
my mouth.



Chapter 2: Verse 17

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will give some of the hidden manna. I will also 
give him a white stone with a new name written 
on it, known only to him who receives it. 



I will give some of the hidden 
manna

Where was the manna hidden?
In the Ark of the Covenant:
Exodus 16: 33-34
So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put an 
omer of manna in it. Then place it before the 
Lord to be kept for the generations to come.”  As 
the Lord commanded Moses, Aaron put the 
manna with the tablets of the covenant law, so 
that it might be preserved.
Who had access to the Ark of the Covenant?



White Stone

When an athlete in John’s day won in the games 
he was often given as part of his prize a white 
stone with their name engraved on it which was 
an admissions pass to the winner’s celebration 
after the race.



A New Name

This signifies our new life in which we will have a 
new name and we will no longer be associated 
with our current name given to us in the flesh. I 
believe that God will give all Christians a new name 
known only to God and the person he is giving the 
name to.

This demonstrates the personal relationship we 
will have with God in Heaven!  He will give us a 
name just like a father would his Child!



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verse 17

Everyone on earth listen to what I am telling all 
Christians. To those who are Christians, I will give 
all access to every part of Me.  You will have full 
access to the Holy of Holies and even the ability 
to touch the Ark of the Covenant and have some 
of the manna hidden within. I will have a personal 
relationship in Heaven with every Christian and as 
their father I will give them a new name and it 
will be written on a pure white stone granting 
them access to the winner’s circle which is 
Heaven.  This name will be a special name known 
only to Me and them that they will cherish for 
eternity. 



Chapter 2: Verses 18-19

To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
These are the words of the Son of God, whose 
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze. I know your deeds, your love 
and faith, your service and perseverance, and 
that you are now doing more than you did at 
first.



Chapter 2: Verses 20-23

Nevertheless, I have this against you: You 
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my 
servants into sexual immorality and the eating of 
food sacrificed to idols.  I have given her time to 
repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  
So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will 
make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.  
I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am he who searches 
hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you 
according to your deeds.



Chapter 2: Verses 24-25

Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you 
who do not hold to her teaching and have not 
learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, (I will not 
impose any other burden on you): only hold on 
to what you have until I come.’



The Worldly Church



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANpasKP4wbY


Chapter 2: Verses 18-19

To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
These are the words of the Son of God, whose 
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze. I know your deeds, your love 
and faith, your service and perseverance, and 
that you are now doing more than you did at 
first.



the words of the Son of God

In chapter one Jesus is identified as the Son of 
Man, here He is identified as the Son of God.  
This emphasizes his authority.
The opening of this letter is saying: These are 
the words of the Son of God.   I see right 
through you and I am coming in judgement with 
all My authority and power. 

I am sure this letter struck this Church in fear.  
You know you are in trouble when you get a 
letter that starts like this.  It is a picture of 
devastating judgement.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 18-19

To the members of the church in Thyatira write:
These are the words of the Son of God.   I see 
right through you and I am coming in judgement 
with all My authority and power.  I know your 
works, your love and faith, your work and 
perseverance, and that you are now doing more 
than you did at first.

*Note there is no mention of following correct 
doctrine or truth and that the church is known 
for their love which is a common word used 
today to describe immoral churches.



Chapter 2: Verses 20-23

Nevertheless, I have this against you: You 
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my 
servants into sexual immorality and the eating of 
food sacrificed to idols.  I have given her time to 
repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  
So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will 
make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.  
I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am he who searches 
hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you 
according to your deeds.



I have this against you: You 
tolerate that woman Jezebel

Again we see a Church is to be intolerant of 
unrepentant sin.  This is what our Lord is asking 
of us as a Church.

Churches must be intolerant of false teachings, 
unrepentant sin and immorality.



Jezebel

This was an immoral woman preacher who was 
a member of the church but the church 
tolerated her teachings which were immoral. 
This is not an external assault, this is an internal 
false teacher that the Church was tolerant of.  

We don’t know who she was.  I believe this is a 
symbolic name given to her so her name was 
probably not Jezebel, but her actions were like 
the old testament Jezebel who married Ahab 
and set up Baal worship which consists of 
committing sexually perverted, wicked acts.



Jezebel

2 Kings 9:30-37 describes how God deals with 
those like Jezebel.



Jezebel

The city of Thyatira was a city full of tradesmen.  
Each trade had a guild or what we would call a 
union today.  
Each guild had a god over their guild.  As a 
member of the guild you were required to offer 
food as a sacrifice to your god and to participate 
in sexual perversion during celebrations of your 
god.  If you did not do this you would lose your 
job.
Jezebel taught that you could be a Christian and 
also partake in the sinful acts of the guilds so 
you would not lose your job.



I have given her time to repent of 
her immorality, but she is unwilling. 

Note this is unrepentant sin.  This is a warning to 
churches who allow society to infiltrate the 
church by making the church accepting of 
immoral or idolatrous lifestyles.  

This church has an internal cancer of sin that is 
not repentant.  

Note that God has given her time to repent out 
of His compassion, however she is unwilling to 
repent.  She believes her ways are right and the 
Word of God is wrong.



So I will cast her on a bed of 
suffering, and I will make those who 

commit adultery with her suffer 
intensely

God is saying “so she wants a bed to commit 
sexual acts on, I will give her a bed.  One of 
disease and suffering.”



I will strike her children dead. 

What do you think her children are referring to?

These are her followers, those who hold to her 
teaching.  God is threatening to kill them if they 
do not repent.

The next sentence describes why God is doing 
this: “Then all the churches will know that I am 
he who searches hearts and minds, and I will 
repay each of you according to your deeds.”



What Jesus is saying

I will put on a public display of my power and 
judgement by making an example of those in 
the Church of Thyatira who are tolerant of the 
false teacher Jezebel and who are following her 
immoral teachings.  I will cause those who are 
crawling into her bed of immorality to become 
diseased.  I will cause them to suffer and then I 
will kill those in the church at Thyatira who do 
not repent of their wickedness.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 20-23

Nevertheless, I have this against you: You have an 
immoral woman preacher, Jezebel.  She is a member of 
your church and you tolerate her false teachings which 
is misleading Christians into sexual immorality and the 
eating of food sacrificed to idols.  I have given her time 
to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  So I 
will put on a public display of my power and judgement 
by making an example of those in the Church of 
Thyatira who are tolerant of her and who are following 
her immoral teachings.  I will cause those who are 
crawling into her bed of immorality to become 
diseased.  I will cause them to suffer and then I will kill 
those in the church at Thyatira who do not repent of 
their wickedness. Then all the churches will know that I 
am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay 
each of you according to your deeds.



Where did you first learn 
about Jesus?

False doctrine coming from inside the church is 
extremely dangerous.  We often learn about God 
by what someone has told us and not by reading 
the Bible and gaining our own understanding.

How do you know you are being taught the truth?
•Our Church is set up according to God’s designed 
with elders overseeing the pastor.  

•Know the Word of God.
•Pray for discernment.



Chapter 2: Verses 24-25

Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you 
who do not hold to her teaching and have not 
learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, (I will 
not impose any other burden on you): only hold 
on to what you have until I come.’



Satan’s so-called deep secrets

This term is demonstrating the depths of 
sinfulness that is going on in this church.  They 
are so deeply involved in ungodly, immoral 
lifestyles that they are learning satan’s secrets 
and not God’s truth.

This is another play on words that this church is 
worldly.  It is communing with satan and the 
world instead of God.



(I will not impose any other burden 
on you): only hold on to what you 

have until I come.’

This church is so worldly that Jesus is simply 
asking those who are faithful Christians in this 
church to hold tight to His teachings and His 
truth.  

How difficult do you think it would be to attend 
a church that is teaching false doctrine?

Why do you think Jesus told them to hold on 
and did not tell them to go find another church?



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 24-25

Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you 
who do not tolerate or follow the false teachings 
of that woman preacher whom I am calling 
Jezebel.  You who are still listening to Me and 
are not influenced by the false teachings you are 
hearing in this church, which is teaching satan’s 
deep secrets and not My Truths.  To you I only 
ask that you hold onto my truths and continue 
to seek me until I see you.



Chapter 2: Verses 26-29

To him who overcomes and does my will to the 
end, I will give authority over the nations— he 
will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash 
them to pieces like pottery—just as I have 
received authority from my Father.  I will also 
give him the morning star. He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.



I will give authority over the 
nations

Jesus is saying he will give us his authority over 
the nations, just as he has received authority 
from God and we also receive His glory. 



I will also give him the morning 
star

In Revelation 22:16 Jesus says: “I am the Root 
and the Offspring of David, and the bright 
Morning Star.”

This passage and the previous one taken 
together is telling us that we will receive the 
authority and glory of Christ! 



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 2: Verses 26-29

To Christians who do my will to the end, I will 
give you the same authority given to Me from 
My Father to rule over the nations and you will 
have the power to crush your enemies as easily 
as breaking pottery and subdue those who 
persecuted you because of my name.  I will also 
give you the brightest of all stars , the morning 
star which outshines all other stars and 
represents Me and My glory. Everyone on earth 
listen to what I am telling all Christians. 
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