


Revelation11: Verses 1-2

I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was 
told, “Go and measure the temple of God and the 
altar, with its worshipers. But exclude the outer 
court; do not measure it, because it has been given 
to the Gentiles. 



How Long is a Measuring Rod?

How long is a rod today?
The rod is a unit of length equal to 5 1⁄2 yards or 
16 1⁄2 feet

The temple was measured in Ezekiel 40:5
“I could see a wall completely surrounding the 
Temple area. The man took a measuring rod that 
was 10 1⁄2 feet long.” (NLT)



Questions

Where does John have to go to measure the 
temple of God?
In Jerusalem.

Is there a temple now in Jerusalem?
No
Why not?



In 69 A.D., Vespasian was made emperor of Rome and gave his son 
Titus the honor of delivering the final death blows to the rebellious 
Jews and their capital city.

In 70 A.D., a Roman military force of about 30,000 troops under the 
command of Titus marched into Jerusalem and began a systematic 
slaughter of the Jews and the destruction of the Temple and 
Jerusalem.  Josephus records that the Romans put the city and the 
Temple to the torch and that these fires were still burning a month 
later.

The magnificent Temple was completely destroyed as the fires raged 
inside and out. These fires were so hot that the gold fittings, and the 
gold gilding inside and on it's outside walls melted and ran into the 
cracks between and in the stones. During the pillaging of the Temple 
these stones were thrown to the ground and broken up to get at the 
gold. Therefore, fulfilling Jesus' prophecy that no stone would be left 
on another—the destruction was total, just as Jesus foretold.





Matthew 24:1-2

Jesus left the temple and 
was walking away when 
his disciples came up to 
him to call his attention to 
its buildings.   “Do you see 
all these things?” he 
asked. “Truly I tell you, not 
one stone here will be left 
on another; every one will 
be thrown down.”



Questions

John wrote the book of Revelation around 95 A.D. 
so was there a temple present at that time for 
John to measure?
No, remember it was destroyed in 70 A.D.

What does this tell us must happen before John 
can measure the temple in Jerusalem?
The temple must be rebuilt



Israel Commercial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6C_zfpEwUI


Rebuilding the Temple

http://www1.cbn.com/content/rebuilding-temple-0


Temple Floor Plans

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2IkxmwkayM




But exclude the outer court; do not 
measure it, because it has been 

given to the Gentiles. 
What does given to the Gentiles mean?
It has been given over to the ungodly.

Why has the outer court been defiled or given 
over to those who do not know Christ?



Revelation 11:2

“Leave out the court which is outside the 
temple and do not measure it, for it has been 
given to the nations”-NASB



Romans 11:13-20

I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am 
the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my 
ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse 
my own people to envy and save some of them.  
For if their rejection brought reconciliation to 
the world, what will their acceptance be but life 
from the dead?  If the part of the dough offered 
as first fruits is holy, then the whole batch is 
holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.



Romans 11:13-20

If some of the branches have been broken off, 
and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been 
grafted in among the others and now share in 
the nourishing sap from the olive root,  do not 
consider yourself to be superior to those other 
branches. If you do, consider this: You do not 
support the root, but the root supports you.  
You will say then, “Branches were broken off so 
that I could be grafted in.”  Granted. But they 
were broken off because of unbelief, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble.  
For if God did not spare the natural branches, 
he will not spare you either.



Galatians 3:28

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.

Before Christ- Jews and all others Gentiles
After Christ-There are 3 groups of people 
Christians, Jews and the Gentiles (Those who are 
not Christians or Jews and are often referred to 
as the nations or the earth dwellers).







What is written in several places on 
the Dome of the Rock?



History of Islam

Muhammad was born around 570 A.D. and he 
died in the year 632 A.D. 
It is believed Islam was started by Muhammad 
because he was first introduced to a false form 
of Christianity, which he disagreed with.



History of Islam

Muhammad was seeking God and was introduced 
to a false form of Christianity by a monk, who 
taught him that Christians believe that Mary was 
also a god.

This idea of a female god went against 
Muhammad’s view of the role of women and the 
thought of worshiping a female god was repulsive 
and confusing to Muhammad so he rejected what 
he thought was Christianity and started his own 
form of religion.



History of Islam

You can see Muhammad’s confusion in his 
writing of the Koran. For example Koran 5:116 
says:  And beware the Day when Allah will say, 
"O Jesus, Son of Mary, did you say to the people, 
'Take me and my mother as deities’”.  Which 
shows how Muhammad was under the false 
impression that Christians were told to worship 
Mary by Jesus, and how he believed that God 
did not want people worshiping Jesus or Mary.



Al-Masjid an-Nabawi ("the Prophet's mosque") in 
Medina, Saudi Arabia, with the Green Dome built 
over Muhammad's remains in a tomb in the center.



Question

Where is the Lord Jesus Christ’s remains 
located?





“It is time for all of us, especially Christians, to 
exercise caution when it comes to attacking the 
term for God in a language foreign to most of 
us. No other term exists in Arabic for the one, 
true God. Western Christians do not normally 
use Hebrew terms for God in their languages. 
They cannot expect Arab Christians to use any 
other term or word for theirs. Allah is equivalent 
to the English God, the French Dieu, or the 
Spanish Dios.”



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation11: Verses 1-2

I went back down to the earth in the spirit and 
was given a reed like a measuring rod and was 
told, “Go and measure the temple of God and the 
altar, with its worshipers. But exclude the outer 
court; do not measure it, because it has been given 
to the Gentiles. 



Revelation11: Verses 2-6

They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. 
And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.”  
They are “the two olive trees” and the two 
lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord of the 
earth.”  If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes 
from their mouths and devours their enemies. This 
is how anyone who wants to harm them must die.  
They have power to shut up the heavens so that it 
will not rain during the time they are prophesying; 
and they have power to turn the waters into blood 
and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as 
often as they want.



They will trample on the holy city 
for 42 months. And I will appoint my 

two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in 

sackcloth.

The gentiles or the ungodly in the outer court 
will walk over or overtake the new temple for 3 
½ years.  During this time there will be two 
witnesses who will be preaching for 3 ½ years.



Daniel 9:27

The people of the ruler who will come will 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will 
come like a flood: War will continue until the 
end, and desolations have been decreed. He will 
confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’  
In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end 
to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he 
will set up an abomination that causes 
desolation, until the end that is decreed is 
poured out on him.



Daniel 9:27

One ‘seven’ means a seven year period.  

This passage is telling us that the coming anti-
Christ will confirm a 7 year covenant or peace 
treaty with Israel.



Question

Daniel also says that “In the middle of the 
‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and 
offering.”  Where does Israel offer sacrifices and 
offerings?
In the temple.
Is there a temple in Israel?
No

This passage is telling us that this covenant will 
allow Israel to begin sacrifices again in a temple 
that will be built.



Question

If one ‘seven’ means a seven year period.  How 
many years would equal the middle of a seven 
year period?

3 ½ years.

This passage is telling us that the coming anti-
Christ will break this covenant and trample on 
the temple for 3 ½ years.  Does this sound 
familiar?



Daniel 7:23-24

The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will 
appear on earth. It will be different from all the 
other kingdoms and will devour the whole 
earth, trampling it down and crushing it. The 
ten horns are ten kings who will come from this 
kingdom. After them another king will arise, 
different from the earlier ones; he will subdue 
three kings.  He will speak against the Most High 
and oppress his holy people and try to change 
the set times and the laws. The holy people will 
be delivered into his hands for a time, times and 
half a time.



Questions

What is time, times and a half a time?

In the old testament a time=1 year, times (which 
is time plural)=2 years  ½ time= ½ year

Time (1 year) + times (2 years) + ½ time (1/2 
year)= 3 ½ years or 1260 days or 42 months.

This passage is telling us that the temple will be 
trampled upon for 3 ½ years.  Sound familiar?



They are “the two olive trees” 
and the two lampstands

What does this mean?



Zechariah 4: 8-14

Then the word of the Lord came to me:  “The hands of 
Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his 
hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the 
Lord Almighty has sent me to you.
“Who dares despise the day of small things, since the 
seven eyes of the Lord that range throughout the earth 
will rejoice when they see the chosen capstone in the 
hand of Zerubbabel?”
Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees 
on the right and the left of the lampstand?”
Again I asked him, “What are these two olive branches 
beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?”
He replied, “Do you not know what these are?”
“No, my lord,” I said.
So he said, “These are the two who are anointed to 
serve the Lord of all the earth.”



The Olive Trees and 
the Lamp Stands

The two olive trees are old testament 
messengers, anointed servants of God, just as 
Zechariah described in his vision.
What do lampstands represent?
The New Testament messengers- The Church.  
The Olive trees and the lamps stands mean this: 
these two messengers represent the old 
testament prophets and the new testament 
Church.

Who are these messengers clothed in sackcloth?



Malachi 4: 5-6

“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before 
that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 
He will turn the hearts of the parents to their 
children, and the hearts of the children to their 
parents; or else I will come and strike the land 
with total destruction.”

I believe the Bible is clear that one will be Elijah.  
We can only guess at the other one.



Questions

How did Elijah die?
He didn’t
2Kings 2:11
As they were walking along and talking together, 
suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
appeared and separated the two of them, and 
Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind.
What other prophet did not die?
Enoch



Questions

Hebrews 11:5
By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that 
he did not experience death: "He could not be 
found, because God had taken him away." For 
before he was taken, he was commended as one 
who pleased God.

Another interesting fact.  Elijah was a Jew and 
Enoch was a Gentile.



My Thoughts

I believe these two messengers will be Elijah 
(witnessing to the Jews) and Enoch (witnessing 
to the Gentiles), who have never died, but will 
die fulfilling Hebrews 9:27 which says “it is 
appointed for men to die once”.



They will be unstoppable 
for 3 ½ years

If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from 
their mouths and devours their enemies. This is 
how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 



They will have great 
supernatural power

They have power to shut up the heavens so that 
it will not rain during the time they are 
prophesying; and they have power to turn the 
waters into blood and to strike the earth with 
every kind of plague as often as they want.

It will not rain for 3 ½ years and the world will 
blame them for the drought and plagues and 
will seek to kill them instead of realizing all they 
need to do is turn to God.  



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation11: Verses 2-6

They will trample on the holy city for 3 ½ years. 
And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 3 ½ years, clothed in sackcloth.”  They 
are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, 
and “they stand before the Lord of the earth.”  If 
anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their 
mouths and devours their enemies. This is how 
anyone who wants to harm them must die.  They 
have power to shut up the heavens so that it will 
not rain during the time they are prophesying; and 
they have power to turn the waters into blood and 
to strike the earth with every kind of plague as 
often as they want.



Revelation11: Verses 7-8

Now when they have finished their testimony, the 
beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack 
them, and overpower and kill them.  Their bodies 
will lie in the public square of the great city—which 
is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also 
their Lord was crucified. 



Now when they have finished 
their testimony

What does this tell us?

God is in control.  They cannot be touched until 
God says they are finished.



of the great city—which is figuratively called Sodom 
and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified.

I think this is not the most accurate translation 
by the NIV.

Here is the KJV of Revelation 11:8
And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of 
the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 



of the great city—which is figuratively called Sodom 
and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified.

What does a city described as a spiritual Sodom  
tell us about the city?
What was Sodom known for?
Being a city where a perverted form of morality 
has taken root.  A city that is tolerant of sexual 
immorality and has accepted homosexuality as 
being morally correct and intolerant of the 
truth.
What is spiritual immorality?
This is describing a city with a false, one world 
religion that accepts all perversions and cults, 
except for the one true faith-Christianity.



Examples of Being Sexually 
Immoral Spiritually



Examples of Being Sexually 
Immoral Spiritually



Examples of Being Sexually 
Immoral Spiritually



Examples of Being Sexually 
Immoral Spiritually





2 Timothy 3: 1-5

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the 
last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God— having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing 
to do with such people.



of the great city—which is figuratively called Sodom 
and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified.

What does a city described as a spiritual Egypt  
tell us about the city?
What is Egypt Known for?
Being a house of bondage for God’s people.  This 
will be a city that will accept everyone’s spiritual 
beliefs except true Christians who will be placed 
in bondage .



of the great city—which is figuratively called Sodom 
and Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified.

Where was our Lord crucified?
it is Jerusalem.
This passage is telling us that the city where the 
two witnesses will preach and die is the 
apostate place Jerusalem where the presence of 
Christ is hated. The same spirit which slew Jesus, 
put the Israelites in bondage and delighted in 
homosexuality and sexual perversion is alive to 
persecute His servants in Revelation.



Revelation 11: Verses 7-8

Now when they have finished their testimony, the 
beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack 
them, and overpower and kill them.  Their bodies 
will lie in the public square of the great city—which 
is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also 
their Lord was crucified. 



the beast that comes up from 
the Abyss 

Who is this referring to?
The anti-Christ.
The anti-Christ will kill the two messengers of 
God and their bodies will lie in the street.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 11: Verses 7-8

Now when they have finished their testimony, the 
beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack 
them, and overpower and kill them.  Their bodies 
will lie in the public square of the great city—which 
is figuratively and spiritually called Sodom and 
Egypt—where also their Lord was crucified. The 
same spirit which slew Jesus, put the Israelites in 
bondage, accepted all forms of religion except 
Christianity (which it rejected) and delighted in 
homosexuality and sexual perversion will be 
present in this great city. 



Revelation 11: Verses 9-10

For three and a half days some from every people, 
tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies 
and refuse them burial.  The inhabitants of the 
earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by 
sending each other gifts, because these two 
prophets had tormented those who live on the 
earth.



Question

For three and a half days some from every 
people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on 
their bodies and refuse them burial. 

How is it possible for people from all over the 
world to gaze on or view the bodies of these 
men of God lying in the street?
Cell phones, Television, digital notebooks.  This 
was not possible until this digital age generation. 



Question

The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them 
and will celebrate by sending each other gifts

What does this sound like to you?
A time of celebration and partying.  There will 
be even gifts given in celebration.
Who will be celebrating?
The inhabitants of the earth.
Who are the inhabitants of the earth?
Those who have rejected God.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 11: Verses 9-10

For three and a half days people from all over the 
world will gaze on their bodies in person, online 
and on television and refuse them burial.  The 
ungodly who inhabit the earth will gloat over them 
and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, 
because these two prophets had tormented those 
who live on the earth.



Revelation 11: Verses 11-12

But after the three and a half days the breath of 
life from God entered them, and they stood on 
their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.  
Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying 
to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to 
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.



Revelation 11: Verses 11-12

But after the three and a half days the breath of 
life from God entered them.
What is this describing?
Their resurrection from the dead.
What happened to those celebrating and partying 
over their death?
They were struck with terror.
Why?



Revelation 11: Verses 11-12

Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying 
to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to 
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.
Who is considered the enemies of these prophets?
The ungodly inhabitants of the earth.
Who else went up to heaven and was hidden in a 
cloud?
Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Note in Greek this is 
describing a gradual ascent into the sky and not 
just a rapid disappearance such as the rapture.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 11: Verses 11-12

But after the three and a half days the breath of 
life from God entered them, and they were 
resurrected from the dead and they stood on their 
feet, and terror struck those who saw them.  Then 
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to 
them, “Come up here.” And they slowly ascended 
into heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked 
on.



Revelation 11: Verses 13-14

At that very hour there was a severe earthquake 
and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand 
people were killed in the earthquake, and the 
survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God 
of heaven.
The second woe has passed; the third woe is 
coming soon.



Questions

At that very hour there was a severe earthquake 
and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand 
people were killed in the earthquake

Why do you think God has caused this calamity 
with such loss of life and a destruction of a tenth of 
Jerusalem?  
God is bringing justice to those who were 
celebrating the death of his messengers.  We are 
seeing God’s vengeance.



Questions

and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the 
God of heaven.
What does this mean to you?  
They stood in awe at what God was doing, and 
acknowledged his power in the changes that occurred. 
It does not mean, necessarily, that they would repent, 
but that there would be a prevailing impression that 
these changes were produced by His power, and that 
His hand was in these things. When great tragedy 
strikes great fear people begin giving glory to God, but 
it is only superficial, there is no repentance.  We 
witnessed this with the World Trade Center attacks.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 11: Verses 13-14

At that very hour there was a severe earthquake 
and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand 
people were killed in the earthquake, and the 
survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God 
of heaven. (Note it does not say they repented.)
The second woe has passed; the third woe is 
coming soon.



Revelation 11: Verse 15

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there 
were loud voices in heaven, which said:

“The kingdom of the world has become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah,
and he will reign for ever and ever.”

(Note the timeline has started back up again.)



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 11: Verse 15

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there 
were loud voices in heaven, which said:

“The kingdom of the world has become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah,
and he will reign for ever and ever.”



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation11: Verses 16-18

And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on 
their thrones before God, fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, saying:  “We give thanks to you, 
Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, 
because you have taken your great power and 
have begun to reign.

The nations were angry, and your wrath has come.  
The time has come for judging the dead, and for 
rewarding your servants the prophets and your 
people who revere your name, both great and 
small—and for destroying those who destroy the 
earth.”



Revelation 11: Verse 19

Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within 
his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And there 
came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, 
an earthquake and a severe hailstorm.

Question-Where is the Ark of the Covenant?
In God’s Temple in heaven.

What does the lighting, thunder, earthquake and 
hailstorm signify?
God’s Wrath.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 11: Verse 19

Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and 
within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. 
And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, 
peals of thunder, an earthquake and a severe 
hailstorm.
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