


The Dead Sea Scrolls

The Dead Sea Scrolls provide the first proof that 
the book of Daniel existed before 165 BC, since 
Daniel was found among the manuscripts at 
Qumran. This early date is the result of 
radiocarbon dating of the Dead Sea manuscripts 
of Daniel. 



Determining the Starting 
Amount

• There are two types of carbon used in the dating 
process: C-12 and C-14

 C-12 is a stable isotope (it does not decay)
 When an organism is alive it has the same ratio   

(C-12 to C-14) that is found in the atmosphere 
(1-trillion to 1)

Same ratio

I’m alive

Different ratio

I’m a fossil



1. How fast it decays (measured in half-lives).  
This is known (5,730 years).

2. The starting amount of C-14 in the fossil.

What do we need to know to determine how 
many half-lives have expired?

A Critical Detail

Two Things We Need to Know



Amount of 
stable C-12

Amount of 
unstable C-14

Ratio Years 
Dead

# Half-lives

100 Trillion 100 1-T to 1 0 0

100 Trillion 50 2-T to 1 5,730 1

100 Trillion 25 4-T to 1 11,460 2
100 Trillion 12 8-T to 1 17,190 3
100 Trillion 6 16-T to 1 22,920 4

100 Trillion 3 32-T to 1 28,650 5

How the C-12 / C-14 
Ratio Works



Rocks that were created since the 1980 
eruption of Mount St. Helens dated up to 
2.8 million years old

Examples of Dating



Psalm 118:8
It is better to trust in the Lord than to put 

confidence in man

Words of Wisdom



Dead Sea Scrolls Age

Analysis of letter forms, or palaeography, 
was applied to the texts of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls by a variety of scholars in the field. 
Major linguistic analysis by Cross and 
Avigad dates fragments as old as 225 BC.



Bible Translations



What does that mean?Original Greek:
το κοτόπουλο που μετακινούνται πολύ γρήγορα 
πόδια να διασχίζουν δρόμο

Word for Word Translation:
the chicken moving very fast feet to cross the
Street

Thought for Thought:
The chicken ran across the street

Paraphrase:
The chicken ran across the road to get to the other 
side



We will use the pre-2011 NIV

The NIV was updated in 2011 and I have 
concerns that the gender neutral world has 
crept into the translation over the years.



John 14:23

Earlier editions of the NIV:
Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our home with him.”

Current edition of the NIV:
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with 
them.”



Revelation 22:18

Earlier editions of the NIV
I warn everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book:  If anyone adds anything to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in 
this book.

Current edition of the NIV
I warn everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to 
them, God will add to that person the plagues 
described in this scroll.



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to 
his servant John, who testifies to everything he 
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.



The revelation 

•What is a revelation?

Definition:  An unveiling.  Making previously 
unknown or hidden facts known.



of Jesus Christ

Who is giving us the facts?
Our King- Jesus Christ

This is a book of facts unveiled by our King Jesus 
that were previously unknown



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to 
his servant John, who testifies to everything he 
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.



which God gave him 

Who is him referring to?
Jesus

Who gave the facts to Jesus?
God

If Jesus is God, why did God have to give him the 
information?

Mark 13:32



The Triune God

Water-God

Ice-Jesus

Fog-Holy Spirit



The Triune God

Think of our body
Brain-God      Heart-Jesus    Legs-Holy Spirit

Although as a whole the body knows everything 
that is going on, the heart may not know what 
the brain is telling the toes to do.

The bottom line: God knows everything and is 
made up of God the father, God the son and 
God the holy spirit.



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to 
his servant John, who testifies to everything he 
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.



to show his servants 

What is a servant?
Definition: a devoted follower

Who is it written to and what is the purpose?

To show devoted followers of Christ (us) 
something.



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to 
his servant John, who testifies to everything he 
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.



what must soon take place

Another difficult passage.

If this was written over 2,000 years ago and it 
was soon to take place, how can it not have 
taken place yet?

The word soon is translated from the Greek 
word τάχει (pronounced tachei).  This word 
means swift or imminent in the Greek.
Example: an earthquake is imminent or will 
happen quickly in California so if you live there 
you should be prepared.



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel 
to his servant John, who testifies to everything 
he saw—that is, the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.



He made it known by sending 
his angel to his servant John

Who made it known, Jesus or an angel?
Jesus, but what does his angel refer to?
One of the angels guides John along this journey

Who is his servant John?



How did the Apostles Die?

Here is a summary about what’s available from 
various sources, including the New Testament 
itself, apocryphal texts, early Christian 
historians, legends and lore.



Peter

Simon-Peter was martyred in Rome during the 
reign of the emperor Nero. As the story goes, 
Peter asked to be crucified upside down, so that 
his death would not be the equal of Jesus and 
the Romans supposedly obliged.



Andrew

According to 15th Century religious historian 
Dorman Newman, Andrew was in Patras in 
western Greece in 69 AD, where the Roman 
proconsul Aegeates arrested Andrew and told him 
he had to either forsake Christianity or be tortured 
and killed. When Andrew refused to foresake
Christ he was beaten with whips, and then tied 
rather than nailed to a cross, so that he would 
suffer for a longer time before dying. Andrew lived 
for two days, during which he preached Christ to 
those who passed by until he died.



James (the brother of John)

Acts 12:1-19 says that James was killed with a 
sword. Herod Agrippa, the newly-appointed 
governor of Judea, decided to impress the 
Romans by persecuting leaders of the new sect. 
After James was arrested and led to his place of 
execution, his unnamed accuser was moved by 
his courage. He not only repented and converted 
on the spot, but asked to be executed alongside 
James. The Roman executioners obliged, and 
both men were beheaded simultaneously.



Philip

Philip became a missionary in Asia. Eventually, 
he traveled to the Egyptian city of Heliopolis, 
where he was beaten with whips, thrown into 
prison, and crucified in 54 AD. 



Bartholomew

There is a book entitled “The Martyrdom of 
Bartholomew,” in which this apostle’s tale is 
told. It reads “And when he had thus spoken, 
the king was informed that his god Baldad and 
all the other idols had fallen down, and were 
broken in pieces. Then the king rent the purple in 
which he was clothed, and ordered the holy 
apostle Bartholomew to be beaten with rods; 
and after having been thus scourged, to be 
beheaded.”



Thomas

Thomas preached the gospel in Greece and India 
where he angered local religious authorities so 
they martyred him by running him through with 
a spear, then they took red hot plates and 
placed them on his body to torture him, and 
finally they burned him alive because he would 
not deny the risen Christ.



Matthew

Matthew, the former tax collector turned 
missionary was martyred in Ethiopia, where he 
was supposedly stabbed in the back by what we 
would call a modern day hit-man sent by King 
Hertacus, after he criticized the king’s morals.



James (son of Alphaeus)

James was believed to be the second longest 
living apostle, outlived only by John. At the age 
of 94, he was beaten and stoned by persecutors, 
and then was killed by being hit in the head with 
a club. 



Jude (Thaddeus)

He preached the risen Christ in the midst of 
pagan priests in Mesopotamia where he was 
eventually clubbed to death for his faith, 
showing to the world that Christ was indeed 
Lord and God in 72 AD.



Simon the Zealot

Simon preached in Mauritania on the west coast 
of Africa, and then went to England, where he 
was crucified in 74 AD.



John

John was the only one of the original disciples 
not to die a violent death. Instead, he passed 
away peacefully in his old age, sometime around 
100 AD.

A very strong case can be made for dating 
Revelation at about A.D. 96, in which John 
would have been the last apostle that walked 
with Christ alive.



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God 
gave him to show his servants what must soon 
take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John, who testifies to 
everything he saw—that is, the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ.



who testifies to everything he saw—
that is, the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus Christ.
What does it mean to testify?
Definition: give evidence as a witness in a court 
of law.  To verify authentic and serve as proof. 

Who is John using as references to his facts?
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.



Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to 
his servant John, who testifies to everything he 
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verses 1-2

This is a book from our King Jesus that unveils to 
us and all other devoted followers previously 
unknown facts that were given to Jesus from the 
Almighty God about future events that can 
happen at any time.  These facts were made 
known to the apostle John with the help of an 
angel.  John was shown these things and verifies 
everything in this book as fact, he witnessed 
these events and verifies that they are the Word 
of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.



Chapter 1: Verse 3

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and 
take to heart what is written in it, because the 
time is near.
What does it mean to hear?
Definition: to listen or pay attention to 

What does it mean to take to heart?
Definition:  To take very seriously



Chapter 1: Verse 3

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and 
take to heart what is written in it, because the 
time is near.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verse 3

You will be blessed if you read and listen to the 
words written in this book and take very 
seriously what it says, because these things will 
take place very quickly and can happen at any 
time.



Chapter 1: Verses 4-5

John, To the seven churches in the province of 
Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, 
and who was, and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 



To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia

What is the significance of the number 7?



To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia

Used 735 times (54 times in the book of 
Revelation alone), the number 7 is the 
foundation of God's word. If we include with this 
count how many times 'sevenfold' (6) and 
'seventh' (119) is used, our total jumps to 860 
references.



To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia

Seven is the number of completeness and perfection 
(both physical and spiritual). It derives much of its 
meaning from being tied directly to God’s creation of 
all things. According to Jewish tradition, the creation 
of Adam occurred on October 7th, 3761 B.C. (or the 
first day of Tishri, which is the seventh month on the 
Hebrew calendar). The word 'created' is used 7 times 
describing God’s creative work (Genesis 1:1, 21, 27 
three times; 2:3; 2:4). There are 7 days in a week and 
God's Sabbath is on the 7th day.





To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia

Who is this portion of the book written to?

Have you heard of any significance to the 
reference to the seven churches?





To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia

I believe it means what it says without any 
hidden meaning.  It was written to the seven 
churches mentioned.

I believe God in his infinite wisdom knew that 
throughout the history of the church the 
strengths and weaknesses of these seven 
churches would be something His church in any 
age could learn from.



Chapter 1: Verses 4-5

John, To the seven churches in the province of 
Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, 
and who was, and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 

We are getting ready to find out who is speaking 
to these churches!



from him who is, and who was, 
and who is to come

Who is this?

God The Father. The Alpha and Omega.  The 
Great I Am.



from the seven spirits before his 
throne

Who is this? (Hint: the number 7)
It is the complete and perfect Holy Spirit, Who 
perhaps has some sevenfold character in 
Himself; which we cannot and need not 
understand, but of which are referred to in 
Revelation.

See also:
Zechariah 4:10

Isaiah 11:2



and from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from 
the dead, and the ruler of the kings 

of the earth. 

Who is this?



Chapter 1: Verses 4-5

John, To the seven churches in the province of 
Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, 
and who was, and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verses 4-5

The first part of this book contains letters from 
the Triune God (God the Father, God the Holy 
Spirit and God the Son) written by John to the 
seven major churches in Asia describing the 
strengths and weaknesses of these churches in 
John’s time which is also to be applied to all the 
churches of all ages.  Grace and peace to you 
from God the Father, the Holy Spirit and King 
Jesus.



Chapter 1: Verses 5-6

To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen.



To him who loves us and has freed 
us from our sins by his blood

Who is this dedicated to?
Jesus Christ

What does it say about Jesus?
He loves us

He removed our sins by his blood which was 
shed at his sacrificial death

Who is saying this?
John



Chapter 1: Verses 5-6

To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen.



and has made us to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve his God and 

Father
Who is us?
Devoted followers of Christ

What is a Kingdom?
An empire or nation ruled by a King

What is a priest?
Someone appointed by God

Who is the word his referring to?
The priest-Us



Chapter 1: Verses 5-6

To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen.



to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever! Amen

Who is him?
Jesus Christ

This is written so that the glory and power may 
go to Jesus Christ.



Chapter 1: Verses 5-6

To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verses 5-6

This is dedicated to Jesus Christ, who loved us so 
much that he gave his life as a sacrifice so that 
his pure and holy blood would save us and free 
us from sin’s bondage, who made us to be a 
citizen of the kingdom of God and appointed us 
to serve God our Father.  To Christ be the glory 
and power for ever and ever! Amen. 



Chapter 1: Verses 7-8

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”
and “every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him”;
and all peoples on earth “will mourn because 

of him.” So shall it be! Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”



“Look, he is coming with the 
clouds,”

and “every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him”;

Who is he?
Jesus Christ

Who pierced him?
All of us

This is referring to Jesus’ second coming.  John is 
jumping ahead due to his excitement.  He 
remembers Acts 1: 10-11!



and all peoples on earth “will 
mourn because of him.” So shall it 

be! Amen.

•Why will people mourn because of him?

•What does “So shall it be” mean in this passage?



Chapter 1: Verses 7-8

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”
and “every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him”;
and all peoples on earth “will mourn because 

of him.” So shall it be! Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verses 7-8

“Look, Jesus is returning again with the clouds,”
and “every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him”;
and everyone on earth “will mourn because of 

what they did to him and mourn that they were 
left behind.” This will happen!  Amen!

“I am the beginning and the end,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”



Chapter 1: Verse 9

I, John, your brother and companion in the 
suffering and kingdom and patient endurance
that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of 
Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 





Chapter 1: Verse 9

I, John, your brother and companion in the 
suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of 
Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verse 9

Chapter 1: Verse 9
I, John, your brother and companion in the 
suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus and the last surviving 
Apostle who walked with Christ, was an old man 
imprisoned on the island of Patmos for sharing 
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 



Chapter 1: Verses 10-11

On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I 
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 
which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and 
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea.”



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Chapter 1: Verses 10-11

Chapter 1: Verses 10-11
One Sunday I was alert and focused on God in 
my prayer closet having my quiet time when I 
was startled by a loud piercing voice behind me 
saying: “Write a book about what you see and 
send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea.”



Alpha and Omega

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”
Alpha and Omega- The alphabets letters holds 
and conveys all knowledge so this phrase can  
also be used to convey the fact that nothing is 
outside of God’s knowledge.



Chapter 1: Verses 12-16



Chapter 1: Verses 12-13

I turned around to see the voice that was 
speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and among the lampstands 
was someone like a son of man, dressed in a 
robe reaching down to his feet and with a 
golden sash around his chest. 



Hear what God Is Telling Us 
Chapter 1: Verses 12-13

I turned around to see who was talking to me. 
And when I turned I saw behind me seven 
golden lampstands, and among the lampstands 
was Jesus Christ in person, dressed in all His 
royalty with a robe reaching down to His feet 
and with a golden sash around His chest. 



Chapter 1: Verses 14-16

The hair on his head was white like wool, as 
white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing 
fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of 
rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven 
stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, 
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun 
shining in all its brilliance.



The hair on his head was white 
like wool, as white as snow

What does white symbolize?

Purity
Unblemished 
Innocence
Perfection
Righteousness
Light
Untouched by the world 



his eyes were like blazing fire

What does it mean in our culture today when 
someone says “I could see the fire in their 
eyes”?

Intensity
Seriousness
Focused
The eye of the tiger



His feet were like bronze 
glowing in a furnace

What did bronze or brass mean in the old 
testament?
Strength and judgement. 
What does it mean today when someone says 
they are bringing the brass?
They are bringing the top military leaders for 
judgement



and his voice was like the sound 
of rushing waters

What does this mean?

He had a commanding, authoritative voice.  It 
was not weak, timid or unsure.  His voice was 
full of confidence.



coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-
edged sword. His face was like the sun shining 
in all its brilliance.

Hebrews 4:12
Matthew 17:1-2



Chapter 1: Verses 14-16

The hair on his head was white like wool, as 
white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing 
fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of 
rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven 
stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, 
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun 
shining in all its brilliance.



Hear What God Is Telling Us 
Chapter 1: Verses 14-16

Because He is sin free, pure and holy the hair on His 
head was white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes were so intense that they were like fire and saw 
right through me, His eyes penetrating my soul. His 
feet were strong and solid like brass demonstrating 
His military might, and He had a powerful 
authoritative voice. In His right hand He held seven 
stars, and He was speaking the Word of God which 
cuts like a double edged sword in truth and 
judgement. His holiness and purity shown in His face 
which was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.



Chapter 1: Verses 17-18

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 
dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 
said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the 
Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now 
look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and Hades.



When I saw him, I fell at his feet 
as though dead

Why did John fall at his feet as though dead?
•Out of Reverence
•John seeing the fire in His eyes John feared 
Jesus was about to unleash his judgement



And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades

What or where is Hades?

Luke 16:19-31

Hades is a place of torment very similar to Hell 
where those who Christ does not know are sent 
until their final sentence is carried out and they 
are thrown into Hell.  Many translation 
transpose Hell and Hades.



Hear What God Is Telling Us 
Chapter 1: Verses 17-18

When I saw him, I fell at His feet as though dead 
out of reverence to the Holy King and out of fear 
seeing the righteous wrath burning in his eyes. 
Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do 
not be afraid. I am Jesus Christ, the First and the 
Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now 
look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the 
power over death and Hell.



Chapter 1: Verses 19-20

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is 
now and what will take place later. The mystery 
of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand 
and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands are the seven 
churches.



what you have seen, what is now 
and what will take place later

What you have seen- Chapter 1
What is now-Chapter 2-3
What will take place later-Chapter 4-22



The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches

Who are the angels of  a church?

Read the first six words of Revelation Chapter 2
You will see that these letters are written to a 
person not a spiritual being.  The word angel 
means messenger so who are the messengers of 
a church?



The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches

What do stars do in the dark night sky?

We need to know the following verses to unlock the 
meaning of the angels.
Matthew 5:14
John 10:27-28

I believe you and I and all the members of Christ’s 
Church are messengers or the angels of the Church 
John is referencing and we are the shining stars in 
the dark night that he is holding in his hand.



the seven lampstands are the 
seven churches.

What do lampstands do?

What do lamps do?

Why did Jesus not just use lamps instead of stars 
to represent the light of the church?

The Church is the structure supporting the light 
and stars represent the light as they will not 
burn out until the Church is removed.

What is the significance of the number 7?



Chapter 1: Verses 19-20

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is 
now and what will take place later. The mystery 
of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand 
and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands are the seven 
churches.



Hear What God Is Telling Us 
Chapter 1: Verses 19-20

Write, therefore, what you have just now seen, 
what is happening now in the world and what will 
take place in the future. To help you understand 
let me explain what you are seeing-The seven stars 
that you saw in my right hand represent all the 
Christians and the lampstands you saw represent 
all the Churches.  The number seven means all or 
complete so these letters although addressed to 
the seven churches apply to all Christians in all 
churches throughout time.
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