


Themes Of The Next 3 Chapters

Chapter 19: The second coming of Christ.
Chapter 20: The 1000 year reign of Christ.
Chapter 21: Eternity with Christ.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 20: 1-3

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, 
having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand 
a great chain.  He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years.  He threw him into the Abyss, 
and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him 
from deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. After that, he must be 
set free for a short time.

What is the Abyss?



Luke 8:26-33

They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is 
across the lake from Galilee. When Jesus stepped 
ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from 
the town. For a long time this man had not worn 
clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the 
tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at 
his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do 
you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beg you, don’t torture me!”  For Jesus had 
commanded the impure spirit to come out of the 
man. Many times it had seized him, and though he 
was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he 
had broken his chains and had been driven by the 
demon into solitary places.



Luke 8:26-33

Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had 
gone into him.  And they begged Jesus repeatedly 
not to order them to go into the Abyss.

A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. 
The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the 
pigs, and he gave them permission.  When the 
demons came out of the man, they went into the 
pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into 
the lake and was drowned.



After that, he must be set free 
for a short time.

Why is satan set free again after the 1000 years 
of Christ’s reign from the temple of David?

To answer this we must ask a more relevant 
question-Why did God allow satan to deceive in 
the first place?

Deuteronomy 29:29:  The secret things belong 
to the LORD our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, that we 
may follow all the words of this law.



Revelation 20: 4-5

I saw thrones on which were seated those who had 
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls 
of those who had been beheaded because of their 
testimony about Jesus and because of the word of 
God. They had not worshiped the beast or its 
image and had not received its mark on their 
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.  (The rest of 
the dead did not come to life until the thousand 
years were ended.)



I saw thrones on which were seated 
those who had been given 

authority to judge. 
This text is figurative in nature.  John saw two 
sets of people with Christ.  One group are rulers 
who have authority to judge and are figuratively 
sitting on thrones.

Who do you think these people are?



1 Peter 2: 9

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 



1 Corinthians 6: 1-3

If any of you has a dispute with another, do you 
dare to take it before the ungodly for judgment 
instead of before the Lord’s people? Or do you 
not know that the Lord’s people will judge the 
world? And if you are to judge the world, are 
you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do 
you not know that we will judge angels? How 
much more the things of this life!
Who is we referring to?  These are the ones that 
will be sitting on thrones and will reign on earth 
during the 1000 years.



Matthew 19: 27-28

Peter answered him, “We have left everything to 
follow you! What then will there be for us?”

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed 
me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.



And I saw the souls of those who 
had been beheaded because of 
their testimony about Jesus and 

because of the word of God. 

Who else is going to be there?

How were they killed?

Do we see this type of death today?



(The rest of the dead did not come 
to life until the thousand years 

were ended.)
This is one of the two verses I needed God’s help 
understanding.  Who is the rest of the dead?
What we do know:
•Christ has returned to earth with his Church which 
has come to life and are on thrones.

•The Christians killed during the tribulation have 
come to life.

•The Old Testament Saints are here (see next verse 6)
•This is a time of Christ’s reign over His kingdom.
Who is left?
The ungodly-Those from the Old Testament who died 
without God and those from the New Testament who 
died without Christ.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 20: 4-5

I saw thrones on which were seated members of 
the Church who had been given authority to judge. 
And I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus 
and because of the word of God. They had not 
worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their 
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come 
to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is 
the first resurrection. 



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 20: 6

Blessed and holy are those who share in the first 
resurrection. The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ
and will reign with him for a thousand years.

What is the second death?
This is a common Old Testament phrase meaning 
the final punishment, or hell.

Note priests of God-the Old Testament Saints, and 
of Christ-the New Testament Church!



Revelation 20 :7-9

When the thousand years are over, Satan will be 
released from his prison and will go out to deceive 
the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and 
Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number 
they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched 
across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the 
camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire 
came down from heaven and devoured them.

This is the second verse that I needed God’s help 
understanding.  Where did this large number of 
people who are against God come from?



Gog and Magog

The nations deceived and led astray are 
designated as Gog and Magog. The names are 
derived from Ezekiel (Ezekiel 38, 39). In rabbinical 
books the names were used to describe the 
nations who would rise against the reign of the 
Messiah. The names are to be understood 
figuratively because no particular nation could be 
well spoken of as “the nations in the four corners 
of the earth.” 

The four corners of the earth means they come 
from all over or from all directions.



Daniel 7: 23-27

“He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth 
kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from 
all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, 
trampling it down and crushing it. The ten horns are ten 
kings who will come from this kingdom. After them another 
king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will 
subdue three kings. He will speak against the Most High and 
oppress his holy people and try to change the set times and 
the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands 
for a time, times and half a time.
“‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away 
and completely destroyed forever. Then the sovereignty, 
power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will 
be handed over to the holy people of the Most High. His 
kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will 
worship and obey him.’



Daniel 7: 23-27

Psalm 22:27
All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the 
LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow 
down before him

Psalm 72:11
And let all kings bow down before him, All nations 
serve him.

Psalm 86:9
All nations whom You have made shall come and 
worship before You, O Lord, And they shall glorify Your 
name.



Difficult Question

If during Christ’s 1000 year reign the only ones 
present are the Church, The Tribulation Saints 
and the Old Testament Saints and the entire 
world is bowing down and worshiping Christ, 
then how does satan gather a huge army of 
people (as many as sand on the sea shore) 
against God?



Most Common Explanation by 
Biblical Scholars

During this 1000 year reign there will be those who did 
not take the mark of the beast or worship the beast, but 
who are not Christians-in other words they did not 
follow the beast for personal reasons and not because of 
God so these people never became Christians. The 
reason they escaped God’s judgement is because they 
were surviving in the desolate regions of the earth.  
During Jesus’ 1000 years of reigning on earth they also 
cannot die and they continue to reproduce.  This results 
in a huge population of people in the world who are not 
part of the Kingdom of God.  
Satan then arrives on the scene 1000 years later, 
deceives all of them and leads them into battle against 
God.

Does this explanation sound plausible to you?



Revelation 19: 19-21

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth 
and their armies gathered together to wage war 
against the rider on the horse and his army. But 
the beast was captured, and with it the false 
prophet who had performed the signs on its 
behalf. With these signs he had deluded those 
who had received the mark of the beast and 
worshiped its image. The two of them were 
thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
The rest were killed with the sword coming out 
of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all 
the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.



Revelation 13: 5-8

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud 
words and blasphemies and to exercise its 
authority for forty-two months.  It opened its 
mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his 
name and his dwelling place and those who live 
in heaven.  It was given power to wage war 
against God’s holy people and to conquer them. 
And it was given authority over every tribe, 
people, language and nation.  All inhabitants 
of the earth will worship the beast—all whose 
names have not been written in the Lamb’s 
book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the 
creation of the world.



My Dilemma

If Revelation 13 says that everyone on the earth 
who is not a Christian will worship the beast and 
Revelation 19 says that all those who worship 
the beast will be killed when Jesus returns to the 
earth, then when satan is released again after 
Jesus reigns for 1000 years the only people 
present will be the Christians, Old Testament 
Saints and Tribulation Saints.

So where does satan get this army of so many 
people that you cannot count to rise up against 
God?  



God Answered My Prayer

When is satan released to gather this army against God?

After 1000 Years.

Look closely at Revelation 20:5- The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were ended.

I believe the answer to my dilemma is found by reading 
between the lines.  The rest of the world, all those who 
died in the Old Testament that were not in a relationship 
with God and all those in the new Testament who died and 
were not in a relationship with Christ will once again come 
alive after the 1000 years to be led into one final battle with 
the outcome being the second death, judgement and 
eternity in hell.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 20 :7-9

When the thousand years are over, Satan will be 
released from his prison and will go out to 
deceive the nations in the four corners of the 
earth which are the ungodly that have risen 
from the dead after the 1000 years—figuratively 
called Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 
battle. In number they are like the sand on the 
seashore. They marched across the breadth of 
the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s 
people, the city he loves. But fire came down 
from heaven and devoured them.



Isaiah 35: 1-2

The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.

Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the Lord,
the splendor of our God.



Isaiah 35: 6-7

Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.

The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay,
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.



Hear What God Is Telling Us
Revelation 20 :10

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into 
the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the 
false prophet had been thrown. They will be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

Who were the first people cast into hell?
The anti-Christ and the false prophet.

How long have they been burning in hell until satan
is thrown into hell with them?
1000 years



2 Peter 3:8

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: 
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day.



Hear What God is Telling Us
Revelation 20 :11-15

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them.  And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in 
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them, and each person was judged according to 
what they had done.  Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death.  Anyone whose name was not found 
written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 
fire.



What Happens When You Die?

There are 2 options.  Death as a Christian or 
death as a non-Christian.



Death Before Christ’s 
Resurrection

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day.  At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the 
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him 
to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In 
Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, ‘Father 
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this 
fire.’

“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but 
now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  And besides all 
this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so 
that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’



Death After Christ’s 
Resurrection

When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they 
were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.  But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God.  “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of 
their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul.

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he fell asleep.



1 Corinthians 15: 20-27

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since 
death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in 
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him.  Then the end will come, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father 
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. For he “has put everything under 
his feet.”



2 Corinthians 5: 6-10

Therefore we are always confident and know 
that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not 
by sight. We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please 
him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it.  For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done while 
in the body, whether good or bad.



2 Corinthians 12: 1-4

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing 
to be gained, I will go on to visions and 
revelations from the Lord. I know a man in 
Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to 
the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or 
out of the body I do not know—God knows. And 
I know that this man—whether in the body or 
apart from the body I do not know, but God 
knows— was caught up to paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things that no one is 
permitted to tell. 



Summary-Christian Death

Old Testament Saints entered a paradise with 
Abraham when they died and are awaiting 
eternity in the new Heaven.

After Christ’s resurrection we who are Christians 
will fall asleep and Jesus will welcome us into a 
place of paradise awaiting eternity with the Old 
Testament Saints in the new Heaven.



Summary-Death without God

Those who died without God before Christ or 
without Christ after His resurrection will enter a 
place referred to as “Hades” which is a place of 
torment awaiting judgement before Jesus and 
then the final sentencing of eternity in Hell.

There is also a place of torment for the spiritual 
world who stand against God.  This place is 
called the Abyss.  We discussed this last week.



Then I saw a great white throne and him who 
was seated on it. The earth and the heavens 
fled from his presence.

This is telling us that there will be nothing 
present but just Christ and those being judged.



Questions

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne.

What does it mean great and small?
From Kings and Presidents to vagrants.

Will we all stand before the throne as 
Christians?
Yes

Will we be judged as Christians?
We will find out in a couple slides



2 Corinthians 5: 6-10

Therefore we are always confident and know 
that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not 
by sight. We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please 
him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it.  For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad.



Will we as Christians be judged?

John 5:24
Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and 
will not be judged but has crossed over from 
death to life.

Roman 8: 1-2
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set youa free from the law of sin and death. 



Great White Throne Judgement

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Another book 
was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books… each person was judged according to 
what they had done…Anyone whose name was not 
found written in the book of life was thrown into the 
lake of fire.

Note: there are multiple books and not a single book 
and this is going to be very personal.  Each person 
will appear singly before Christ and He has an 
eternity to do this. Remember the Dead is another 
word for those who are without Christ or without 
God.



Books of Life

Psalm 69: 27-28
Charge them with crime upon crime; do not let 
them share in your salvation.  May they be 
blotted out of the book of life and not be listed 
with the righteous.

Philippians 4:3
Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help 
these women since they have contended at my 
side in the cause of the gospel, along with 
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life.



Books of Life

Revelation 3:5
The one who is victorious will, like them, be 
dressed in white. I will never blot out the name 
of that person from the book of life, but will 
acknowledge that name before my Father and 
his angels.
Revelation 13:8
All inhabitants of the earth will worship the 
beast—all whose names have not been written 
in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was 
slain from the creation of the world.



What is the book of life?

Upon conception God has created life and that 
life is so precious to God that He writes the name 
He has given each life He created in the book of 
life.  Everyone, regardless of their lifestyle and 
faith, has their name written in the book of life.
When you become a Christian your name is then 
also written in the Lambs book of life.
Those who’s name is not found written in the 
lambs book of life will have their name blotted 
out of the book of life at the final judgement.  In 
other words they are considered by God to have 
never existed, they are remembered no more.  
They are blotted out.  They are forgotten.



and books were opened. Another book was opened

I believe there will be multiple books.  The book of life, 
The Lambs book of life and a book containing everything 
we have done in life-both good and bad.

We will all stand before Christ.  Do you think you will 
have all your sins read from a book by Jesus during this 
great white throne judgement?

Isaiah 43:25
“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for 
my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.



For a Christian the Great White Throne Judgement is 
not to be feared. is where we will experience the full 
love of God!  

Knowing everything we do, both good and bad, is 
written down should cause us to strive to live a Godly 
life, however I believe this is going to be a time of great 
joy as Christians.  As we stand before the Judgement 
Seat of Christ I believe He will stand and smile and say “I 
know this one.  (Insert your name here if you are a 
Christian) name is written in my Lambs Book of Life and 
(Insert your name here if you are a Christian) is mine, I 
paid (his/her) penalty and all his/her sins were forgiven 
and forgotten and they are Holy and Pure.  Welcome 
home my good and faithful servant for you are holy and 
pure in the sight of God and let me tell you what my 
new name just for you is.  I have been waiting a long 
time to tell you”



Hear What God is Telling Us
Revelation 20 :11-15

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them.  And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded 
in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in 
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them, and each person was judged according to 
what they had done.  Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death.  Anyone whose name was not found 
written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 
fire.
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