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Daniel 1: 1 (NASB)
In the third year of the 

reign of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came to 

Jerusalem and 
besieged it.  



Facts about the Book of Daniel
•The last in the books known as 
the Major Prophets in the Old 
Testament.
 Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations (Written by Jeramiah)
Ezekiel
Daniel



Isaiah
•Isaiah ministered to the 
people of Judah for over 100 
years before the Babylonian 
exile.

•He ministered during a time 
of prosperity in Judah when 
they were very blessed and 
everything was going well.  



Isaiah
Isaiah saw the people of 

Judah turning their back 
on God because they were 
so blessed that they felt 

they no longer needed God 
and had fallen into gross 

sin and idolatry.



Isaiah
Isaiah saw the hand 

writing on the wall and was 
warning Judah that if they 

did not turn back to God 
then God would bring 
judgement on them.
Listen to his words:



Isaiah 39: 5-7
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 

“Hear the word of the Lord 
Almighty:  The time will surely 
come when everything in your 

palace, and all that your 
predecessors have stored up 

until this day, will be carried 
off to Babylon. Nothing will be 

left, says the Lord. 



And some of your descendants, 
your own flesh and blood who 

will be born to you, will be 
taken away, and they will 

become eunuchs in the palace of 
the king of Babylon.”



Jeremiah
•Jeremiah came after Isaiah and 
ministered during the last 5 
kings of Judah’s history.  

•He was the prophet at the end of 
Judah.  

•He saw Isaiah’s warnings 
fulfilled and witnessed the 
judgement of God fall on Judah.



Ezekiel 
•Ezekiel Ministered to a group of 
exiles in Babylon.  

•During the captivity he 
ministered to a group of the tribe 
of Judah held captive in Babylon.

•His message was one of hope to 
those held captive in Babylon.



Daniel 
•Daniel ministered during the exile.
•Daniel ministered from not among 
his people, as Ezekiel, but as great 
leader in the Babylonian society.

•He was a ruler in the pagan world.  
•He was God’s man in a pagan 
society looking out for His people.



Daniel 
•The book of Daniel covers the 
time from when Judah was 
taken captive by Babylon 
until Christ’s return in our 
future.

•Daniel is to the Old 
Testament what Revelation is 
to the New Testament.



Daniel

Daniel is a book full 
of history and 

prophecy, it contains 
the history of the 

world past, present 
and future!



Facts about the Book of Daniel
•Daniel is broken into two parts
The Man
Chapter 1-6
 The historical story of Daniel and 

God’s judgement on Judah

His Message
Chapter 7-12
 Prophecy from our past to our 

present to our future



Themes in the Book of Daniel
•There are 4 main themes in the 
Book of Daniel

1. To give us an example of what 
true dedication to God in a 
pagan world looks like.
Nothing changes Daniel’s dedication 

to God
Daniel is living proof of how God 

blesses his people committed to Him



Do you think it is helpful 
today to know how to live 

for God in a pagan 
world?



Themes in the Book of Daniel
2. To demonstrate to Israel 

that God had not given up on 
them.
God did not disown Israel, he 

made sure Israel had a man in a 
very high place in the gentile 
pagan leadership that would 
stand up for His people and look 
out for them.  Daniel gave his 
people hope.



Themes in the Book of Daniel
3. A message of comfort to the 

Jews.
God continued to speak through 

Daniel and Ezekiel bringing 
comfort to the Jews, letting them 
know that He still cares.



Themes in the Book of Daniel
4. A book of miracles and 

prophecy for God’s people 
throughout time.
God gives Judah insight into what 

will happen in their near future.
God demonstrates the authenticity 

of the Bible by many prophecies 
being fulfilled in our past.

God gives us insight into how the 
world will end.



Is Daniel relevant to us today?
This book is extremely valuable to 
us today because it tells us how to 
live for God in this evil age, which 
is almost identical to Daniel’s day, 
and also tells us what will happen 
in our future.  The book of Daniel 
gives us hope just as it did to the 
Israelites living as captives in 
Babylon.



Daniel is full of 
prophecy and 

miracles, so why are 
miracles and prophecy 

important?



Reasons Why Prophecy 
and Miracles are Important

1) Prophecy creates a desire to 
live pure, holy and godly lives.



2 Peter 3: 10-11
But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief. The 
heavens will disappear with 
a roar; the elements will be 
destroyed by fire, and the 
earth and everything done 

in it will be laid bare. 



Since everything will be 
destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people 
ought you to be? You 
ought to live holy and 

godly lives.



1 John 3: 2-3
Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what 
we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know 
that when Christ appears, 
we shall be like him, for we 

shall see him as he is.  



All who have this hope 
in him purify 

themselves, just as he is 
pure.



Why are Prophecy 
and Miracles Important?

1) Prophecy creates a desire to 
live pure, holy and godly lives.

2) Miracles prove that there is a 
God and that the messenger is 
of God.



John 14: 29
Jesus answered, “I did tell 
you, but you do not believe. 

The works I do in my 
Father’s name testify 

about me



John 10: 36-38
Why then do you accuse me 

of blasphemy because I 
said, ‘I am God’s Son’?  Do 
not believe me unless I 

do the works of my 
Father.  



But if I do them, even 
though you do not believe 
me, believe the works, 

that you may know and 
understand that the 

Father is in me, and I in 
the Father.”



Why are Prophecy 
and Miracles Important?

1) Prophecy creates a desire to live 
pure, holy and godly lives.

2) Miracles prove that there is a 
God and that the messenger is of 
God.

3) Prophecy is given so that when it 
comes true we will believe in God.



John 14: 29
I have told you now before 
it happens, so that when 
it does happen you will 

believe.



Why do people not want to believe 
in Miracles and Prophecy?

Because to admit prophecy or 
miracles exist is to admit there 
is a God.  There are things that 
our mind cannot conceive of as 
reasonable.  Rationalism will 

not tolerate miracles or 
prophecies.  



Signs of supernatural power 
point to God, but the 

rational man wants to get 
rid of the supernatural so 
they can live life like they 

want without having to 
follow God’s law or living in 
fear of punishment by God.



Daniel is under attack

Why do the critics not allow 
the miracles and prophecies of 

Daniel to stand?
Miracles and Prophecies prove 

that there is a God and that 
the Bible is the Word of God.



Daniel is under attack

Why does Daniel say that 
Jerusalem was besieged and 
Jehoiakim was given into the 
hands of the Babylonians in 
the 3rd year of the reign of 

Jehoiakim while Jeremiah says 
it was in the 4th year of the 

reign of Jehoiakim?



Daniel is under attack

This gives us reason to 
believe in the authenticity 
of Daniel and not doubt it.



Daniel used Babylon 
dating which counts the 

first year as the accession 
year and is not counted 
among the years of his 

reign while Hebrew dating 
counts all years.  This 
reinforces the absolute 
accuracy of the Bible.



Daniel is under attack
Those attacking Daniel say that 
Daniel is a forgery, Daniel is not 
true, it was not written in 600 

BC, they claim it was written in 
165BC by a fraud.  The 

prophecies are too accurate so it 
has to be a fake and must have 

been written after the 
prophecies had been fulfilled. 



Daniel is under attack
Those attacking Daniel say that 
Daniel is a forgery, Daniel is not 
true, it was not written in 600 

BC, they claim it was written in 
165BC by a fraud.  The 

prophecies are too accurate so it 
has to be a fake and must have 

been written after the 
prophecies had been fulfilled. 



Daniel is under attack
•Jesus believed in the Book of 
Daniel.
Jesus refers to the book of Daniel 

multiple times in the Gospels and 
even refers to Daniel as a prophet



Daniel is under attack

Matthew 24: 15
So when you see standing 

in the holy place ‘the 
abomination of desolation,’ 
described by the 
prophet Daniel (let the 
reader understand)



Daniel is under attack
•The author of Hebrews believed 
in the Book of Daniel.



Daniel is under attack
Hebrews 11: 32-33

And what more shall I say? Time 
will not allow me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 
Samuel, and the prophets, who 
through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, 
and obtained what was promised; 
who shut the mouths of lions, 



Daniel is under attack

•John believed in the Book of 
Daniel.
Just read the Book of 

Revelation that was written by 
John.
There are thirty-four direct 

references to the Book of Daniel 
by John in the Book of 
Revelation.



Daniel is under attack
•Ezekiel put Daniel in a place of 
great honor.
Ezekiel 14: 13-14



Son of man, if a country sins against 
Me by committing unfaithfulness, 

and I stretch out My hand against it, 
destroy its supply of bread, send 

famine against it and cut off from it 
both man and beast, even though 

these three men, Noah, Daniel and 
Job were in its midst, by their 
own righteousness they could 

only deliver themselves," declares 
the Lord GOD



• The Nation of Israel began as the 12 
children of Jacob.

• Jacob was renamed Israel and his 
children and their offspring became 
the 12 tribes of Israel.

• God gave the Nation of Israel a great 
promise.

• After capture by the Egyptians The 
Twelve Tribes wandered in the desert 
under Moses and eventually settled 
in the Promised Land.

History of the Israelites



History of Judah



• Deuteronomy 28
God is faithful to keep his 

promises.

History of the Israelites



History of Judah



History of Judah



Because of  Solomon’s sin God 
divided the twelve tribes of 
Israel into two parts.  The 
Northern Kingdom which was 
called Israel and consisted of 
ten tribes and the Southern 
Kingdom known as Judah and 
was made up of two tribes, 
Benjamin and Judah. 

History of the Israelites



1 Kings 11: 29-31
About that time Jeroboam was 

going out of Jerusalem, and 
Ahijah the prophet of Shiloh met 
him on the way, wearing a new 

cloak. The two of them were alone 
out in the country, and Ahijah 

took hold of the new cloak he was 
wearing and tore it into twelve 

pieces. 



Then he said to Jeroboam, “Take 
ten pieces for yourself, for this is 
what the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘See, I am going to tear the 
kingdom out of Solomon’s 
hand and give you ten tribes. 



History of Judah



•Just as God had spoken through 
the prophet Ahijah, Jeroboam, 
one of Solomon’s former officials, 
an Ephraimite, became king of 
Israel in the northern kingdom.

History of Israel (The Northern Kingdom)



History of Israel (The Northern Kingdom)

•The Northern Kingdom of Israel 
never had one single good king, 
they were all evil.  



History of Israel (The Northern Kingdom)

Around 750 BC the Assyrians 
were a world leader.  They had a 

ruler by the name of Tiglath-
Pileser, also known as Pul.  He 

moved into the Northern Kingdom 
and forced them to pay taxes and 

put them under Assyrian 
domination. 

2 Kings 15: 19



2 Kings 15: 19 (NASB)
Pul, king of Assyria, came 

against the land, and 
*Menahem gave Pul a 

thousand talents of silver so 
that his hand might be with 

him to strengthen the kingdom 
under his rule.

*Meneham was the king of the 
Northern Kingdom at this time



Tiglath-Pileser



History of Israel (The Northern Kingdom)

•After Pul died Shalmaneser
became the Assyrian king and 
he attacked the capital city of 
the Northern Kingdom –
Samaria.
2 Kings 18: 9



2 Kings 18: 9 (NASB)
Now in the fourth year of 

King Hezekiah, which was 
the seventh year of Hoshea
son of Elah king of Israel, 

Shalmaneser king of 
Assyria came up against 
Samaria and besieged it.



Shalmaneser



History of Israel (The Northern Kingdom)

After Shalmaneser died 
Sargon became the 

Assyrian king and he 
completely destroyed the 
Northern Kingdom and 

it was lost forever.



Sargon





The Northern Kingdom 
went into captivity 
before the Southern 

Kingdom and the 
Northern Kingdom never 

returned.

History of Israel (The Northern Kingdom)



History of Judah



History of Judah
When the Northern Kingdom 
was being destroyed by the 

Assyrians several members of 
the 12 Tribes of Israel 
relocated in Judah, the 

Southern Kingdom, while the 
Northern Kingdom went into 

captivity.



History of Judah

After Sargon died  
Sennacherib became king of 

Assyria and he tried to 
destroy Judah just like his 
father had destroyed the 
Northern Kingdom, but 

something stopped him.  Do 
you know what it was?



Judah had a good king appear-
Hezekiah and a good prophet-

Isaiah.
The faithfulness of Hezekiah 

combined with Isaiah’s preaching 
and crying out to God caused the 

people of Judah to turn to God 
who saved them.

2 Kings 19



2 Kings 19: 14-19 (NASB)
Then Hezekiah took the letter from 

the hand of the messengers and read 
it, and he went up to the house of 
the Lord and spread it out before 
the Lord. Hezekiah prayed before 

the Lord and said, “O Lord, the God 
of Israel, who are enthroned above 

the cherubim, You are the God, You 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the 

earth. 



2 Kings 19: 14-19 (NASB)
Incline Your ear, O Lord, and 
hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, 

and see; and listen to the words 
of Sennacherib, which he has 

sent to reproach the living God. 



2 Kings 19: 14-19 (NASB)
Truly, O Lord, the kings of 
Assyria have devastated the 
nations and their lands and 
have cast their gods into the 

fire, for they were not gods but 
the work of men’s hands, wood 

and stone. So they have 
destroyed them. 



2 Kings 19: 14-19 (NASB)

Now, O Lord our God, I 
pray, deliver us from his 

hand that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that 

You alone, O Lord, are 
God.”



2 Kings 19: 35 (NASB)

Then it happened that night 
that the angel of the LORD 

went out and struck 185,000 
in the camp of the Assyrians; 
and when men rose early in 
the morning, behold, all of 

them were dead.
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