
The Suffering of Christ

As told by the Prophet Isaiah 
over 700 years before His 

death!



Isaiah
• Isaiah ministered to the 

people of Judah for over 100 
years before the Babylonian 
exile.

• He ministered during a time 
of prosperity in Judah when 
they were very blessed and 
everything was going well.  



Isaiah

Isaiah saw the people of Judah 
turning their back on God 

because they were so blessed 
that they felt they no longer 

needed God and had fallen into 
gross sin and idolatry.



Isaiah

Isaiah saw the hand writing on 
the wall and was warning Judah 
that if they did not turn back to 

God then God would bring 
judgement on them.

Listen to his words:



Isaiah 39: 5-7
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 
“Hear the word of the Lord 

Almighty:  The time will surely 
come when everything in your 

palace, and all that your 
predecessors have stored up 

until this day, will be carried off 
to Babylon. Nothing will be left, 

says the Lord. 



And some of your descendants, 
your own flesh and blood who 

will be born to you, will be 
taken away, and they will 

become eunuchs in the palace 
of the king of Babylon.”



Isaiah 53:1(NIV)

Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of 
the Lord been revealed?



Question

At the time that Jesus was 
crucified, who believed him?

John clarifies this for us!



John 12:37-38(NIV)

Even after Jesus had performed 
so many signs in their 

presence, they still would not 
believe in him. 



John 12:37-38(NIV)

This was to fulfill the word of 
Isaiah the prophet:

“Lord, who has believed our 
message

and to whom has the arm of 
the Lord been revealed?”



Why did the Jews not believe 
the message?

The next verse tells us why!



Isaiah 53:2(NIV)

He grew up before him like a 
tender shoot, and like a root 

out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to 

attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance 

that we should desire him.



He grew up before him like a 
tender shoot

Tender shoot is translated from 
the Hebrew word yoneq and it 

means a sucker branch.  

What is a sucker branch? 





Sucker branches are worthless 
growths that grow from the 
main branch and serve no 

purpose so they are cut off so 
they don’t drain away 

nourishment from the other 
branches.



He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him

What is this telling us about Jesus? 

What type of person were the Jews 
looking for? 

Will the Jews finally get the type of 
person they are looking for?



nothing in his appearance that 
we should desire him

What is this telling us about 
Jesus? 

What type of person were the 
Jews looking for? 



1 Samuel 16: 1(NIV)

The Lord said to Samuel, “How 
long will you mourn for Saul, 

since I have rejected him as king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with 
oil and be on your way; I am 

sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem. I have chosen one of 

his sons to be king.”



1 Samuel 16: 6-11(NIV)

When they arrived, Samuel saw 
Eliab and thought, “Surely the 

Lord’s anointed stands here 
before the Lord.”



1 Samuel 16: 6-11(NIV)

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected 

him. The Lord does not look at 
the things people look at. 

People look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks 

at the heart.”



1 Samuel 16: 6-11(NIV)
Then Jesse called Abinadab and 

had him pass in front of 
Samuel. But Samuel said, “The 
Lord has not chosen this one 

either.”  Jesse then had 
Shammah pass by, but Samuel 
said, “Nor has the Lord chosen 

this one.”



1 Samuel 16: 6-11(NIV)
Jesse had seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
him, “The Lord has not chosen 

these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these 
all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will 
not sit down until he arrives.”



Jesse was told to have all his 
sons present, as one would be 
selected as king, so why did he 

not have David there?



Isaiah 53:2(NIV)

He grew up before him like a 
tender shoot, and like a root 

out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to 

attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance 

that we should desire him.



Isaiah 53:3(NIV)

He was despised and rejected 
by mankind,

a man of suffering, and 
familiar with pain.

Like one from whom people 
hide their faces

he was despised, and we held 
him in low esteem.



He was despised and rejected 
by mankind

What does it mean to be 
despised?



This word means to treat 
someone as unworthy of one's 
consideration or respect. They 

still treat Jesus this way, for 
example the Hebrew word for 

Jesus is Yeshua. The rabbis 
through the years have 
changed that name by 

dropping the final “a” and they 
all Him Yeshu.  



Yeshua is the Hebrew word for 
“Jesus.” The name means “to 
rescue, to save, or to deliver.”

Yeshu is an acronym for a 
curse: “yimakh shemo ve 

zikhro” which means, “May his 
name and memory be 

obliterated”.



a man of suffering, and 
familiar with pain.

What does this tell us about 
Jesus?

Do you think Jesus 
understands our pain?



Like one from whom people 
hide their faces

What does this tell us about 
Jesus?



Isaiah 52: 14(NIV)

Just as there were many who 
were appalled at him
his appearance was so 

disfigured beyond that of any 
human being

and his form marred beyond 
human likeness



By the time He got to the cross, 
Jesus had a crown of thorns 
crushed on His head, blood 
running down His body, flies 

swarming His wounds.  He had His 
beard ripped out of His face and 
was hanging in the open sun on 

the cross, nails through His hands, 
marks from the lashing and the 
whipping, spit dried on His face. 



His face and His body swollen 
and distorted from the bruises 
from punches in the face and 
beatings with sticks that he 

was disfigured and repulsive to 
look at and people hid their 

faces from.



Isaiah 53:3(NIV)

He was despised and rejected 
by mankind,

a man of suffering, and 
familiar with pain.

Like one from whom people 
hide their faces

he was despised, and we held 
him in low esteem.



Isaiah 53:4(NIV)

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished 
by God,

stricken by him, and afflicted.



Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering

Who’s pain and suffering was 
Jesus taking on?

What is this telling us about 
Jesus?



yet we considered him 
punished by God,  stricken by 

him, and afflicted.

Who was Jesus being punished 
by?

What is the significance of 
this?



Isaiah 53:4(NIV)

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished 
by God,

stricken by him, and afflicted.



Isaiah 53:5(NIV)

But he was pierced for our 
transgressions,

he was crushed for our 
iniquities;

the punishment that brought us 
peace was on him,

and by his wounds we are 
healed.



Isaiah 53:6(NIV)

We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray,

each of us has turned to our 
own way;

and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.



Who was Jesus pierced, 
crushed and punished for?



and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

What is the significance of 
this?



1 Peter 2:22-25(NIV)
“He committed no sin, and no 

deceit was found in his mouth.”

When they hurled their insults at 
him, he did not retaliate; when he 

suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to 

him who judges justly. 



1 Peter 2:22-25(NIV)

“He himself bore our sins” in 
his body on the cross, so that 
we might die to sins and live 

for righteousness; “by his 
wounds you have been 

healed.”



1 Peter 2:22-25(NIV)

For “you were like sheep going 
astray,” but now you have 

returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls.



Isaiah 53:7(NIV)

He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his 

mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the 

slaughter,
and as a sheep before its 

shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.



• When Jesus was brought 
before the high priest-He was 
silent

• When He was taken before the 
chief priests and the scribes, 
elders-He was silent

• When He was taken before 
Pilate-He was silent

• When He was taken before 
Herod-He was silent. 



Jesus never said a word in 
defense of Himself and His 

innocence!

How does someone typically act 
when falsely accused?

Let’s look at Job



Job 7:11(NIV)

Therefore I will not keep silent;
I will speak out in the anguish 

of my spirit,
I will complain in the 

bitterness of my soul.



Job 7:20(NIV)

If I have sinned, what have I 
done to you,

you who see everything we 
do?

Why have you made me your 
target?

Have I become a burden to 
you?



What is the significance of 
Jesus’ silence?

Our Lord Jesus Christ willingly 
accepted our punishment and 

was obedient to God and 
willing to die on a cross for us!



Philippians 2: 5-8 (NIV)

In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset 

as Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
very nature God, did not 

consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own 

advantage rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the 

very nature of a servant



Philippians 2: 5-8 (NIV)

being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to 
death—

even death on a cross!



Isaiah 53:8(NIV)

By oppression and judgment he 
was taken away.

Yet who of his generation 
protested?

For he was cut off from the land 
of the living;

for the transgression of my 
people he was punished.



Yet who of his generation 
protested?

Who came to the defense of 
Jesus?  

Who protested the crucifixion of 
Jesus?



Isaiah 53:9(NIV)

He was assigned a grave with 
the wicked,

and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no 

violence,
nor was any deceit in his 

mouth.



Isaiah 53:9(NIV)

He was assigned a grave with 
the wicked,

and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no 

violence,
nor was any deceit in his 

mouth.



Isaiah 53:9(NIV)

He was assigned a grave with 
the wicked,

and with the rich in his 
death,

though he had done no 
violence,

nor was any deceit in his 
mouth.



Matthew 27: 57-60(NIV)

As evening approached, there 
came a rich man from 

Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
had himself become a disciple 

of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he 
asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 
ordered that it be given to him. 



Matthew 27: 57-60(NIV)

Joseph took the body, wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth, and 

placed it in his own new tomb 
that he had cut out of the rock. 
He rolled a big stone in front of 
the entrance to the tomb and 

went away.



and with the rich in his death

What is the significance of 
Jesus being buried as a rich 

man?



Isaiah 53:9(NIV)

He was assigned a grave with 
the wicked,

and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no 

violence,
nor was any deceit in his 

mouth.



Isaiah 53:10(NIV)

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush 
him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his 

life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and 

prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will 

prosper in his hand.



Isaiah 53:10(NIV)

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush 
him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his 

life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and 

prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will 

prosper in his hand.



Isaiah 53:10(NIV)

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush 
him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his 

life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and 

prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will 

prosper in his hand.



John 1:12(NIV)

Yet to all who did receive him, 
to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to 

become children of God



Isaiah 53:10(NIV)

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush 
him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his 

life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and 

prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will 

prosper in his hand.





Isaiah 53:11(NIV)

After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and 

be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous 

servant will justify many,
and he will bear their 

iniquities.



Isaiah 53:12(NIV)

Therefore I will give him a 
portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils 

with the strong,
because he poured out his life 

unto death,



Isaiah 53:12(NIV)

and was numbered with the 
transgressors.

For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the 

transgressors.



Question

What does the following 
phrase mean to you?

“And he was numbered with 
the transgressors”



Christ would suffer, but He 
would not suffer in honor as a 
martyr, but instead he would 

suffer as an outcast or criminal, 
with other criminals.



Luke 22:37(NIV)

It is written: ‘And he was 
numbered with the 

transgressors’ ; and I tell 
you that this must be 

fulfilled in me. Yes, what is 
written about me is reaching 

its fulfillment.”    



Jesus made the previous 
statement at the Last Supper 
with his disciples.  What do 

you think was on Jesus’ mind 
during this time?



Luke 22:37(NIV)

It is written: ‘And he was 
numbered with the 

transgressors’ ; and I tell you 
that this must be fulfilled in 

me. Yes, what is written 
about me is reaching its 

fulfillment.”    



Do you think Isaiah did a good 
job summarizing the life and 

death of Jesus almost 700 
years before it occurred?

How did Isaiah know this?
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